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Peace News 


US and Russia blame 
as crisis mounts 


WILL THERE BE 
ER CUE 


[AR OV 


. THESE ACTIONS MAY ONLY BE THE BEGINNING. 
WE WILL NOT PREMATURELY OR UNNECESSARILY 
RISK THE COSTS OF WORLD-WIDE NUCLEAR WAR IN 
WHICH EVEN THE FRUITS OF VICTORY WOULD BE 
ASHES IN OUR MOUTH - BUT NEITHER WILL WE 
SHRINK FROM THAT RISK AT ANY TIME IT MUST BE 
FACED.” 


- President Kennedy, October 22. 


President Kennedy, in attempting to prevent by force a Russian 
military build-up in Cuba, has set the great powers on a collision 
course which may end in thermonuclear war. Suddenly, all talk 
of nuclear war becomes real. The US has chosen to have a major 
ogeeom with Russia far more serious than the Berlin crisis of 
ast vear 


Some time this week a major confrontation will occur. US ships 
will insist on inspecting Soviet ships - a demand which the Soviets 
are unlikely to give in to. Soviet and US forces will not only face 
each other, as they do in Berlin: they will probably fight it out 
in the Caribbean. Escalation of such a battle to include all areas 
involved in the cold war seems probable. 


Already, the armed forces of East and West all over the world 
have been put on alert and are waiting for orders. The Russians 
may reply to Kennedy’s action in Cuba by similarly rash actions 
in other parts of the world. The cutting of Cuba's access routes 
by the US may result in the Soviet cutting of West Berlin’s access 


CUBA 


price 6d 
WS 10 cents) 


each other 


3A? 


routes, or in a Soviet threat to the numerous bases which ring 
Russia. 

In all their actions over Cuba the great powers have shown 
themselves afraid of everything but war. Afraid of appeasing,”’ 
both sides build up preparations for war. It is desperately clear 
that unless one side backs down over the Cuban issue, war is 
probable. Yet it seems virtually impossible that one side will 
back down. 

Such a situation leaves one in a state of complete frustration, and 
there seems little one can do to affect the course of events. The 
temptation is, out of sheer impotence, to throw bricks futilely 
through the windows of the various embassies. 

Yet in the days and weeks ahead we must try to influence the 
governments to retreat from the brink of war. 


Many people will now, for the first time, begin to feel the 
imminent danger of thermonuclear war. They will seriously 
question the gigantic power system which enables Russia and 
the US to threaten the human race. 

Tt is imperative that the disarmament movements should now 
present constructive alternatives as well as resistance to the 
present policies. The immediate call must be on the American, 
Cuban, and Russian governments to withdraw arms from the 
Caribbean. 

Further than this, the disarmament movements must, in the 
coming weeks, drive home to the public that preparation for 
World War III is not the way to avoid World War III, and that 
new means of defending freedom must be found. 


NUCLEAR CRISIS 


Assemble 4.30 p.m. behind the Albert Hall, Kensington Road, Kensington Church Street, Bayswater 


MARCH Hu Sunday Oct 28 Road. Marble Arch. Park Lane, Mount Street, Oxford Street, Tottenham Court Road, Euston Road. 


MEETING: 7.30 pm St Pancras Town Hall 
Chairman: Canon L John Collins 


CND 2 Carthusian St EC1 


MICHAEL FOOT 
ANTHONY GREENWOOD 
FENNER BROCKWAY 
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| renounce war and ! will never g 
support or sanctlon another J 


This pledge signed by each 
member is the basis of the Peace 
Pledge Union send your pledge to 
PPU Headquarters Dick Sheppard 
House 6 Endsleigh Street WCI 


FELLOWSHIP CARDS 


The true message of 


Christmas 


in design and phrase 


A colourful range from 23d to 10d 
may be seen in a STANDARD SET 
of TEN CARDS post paid for 4s 10d. 


Order direct from 


THE FELLOWSHIP OF 


RECONCILIATION 
29 Great James St London WC1 


a just world order requires 
freedom for all nations 


Self-government for 
Wales 


wre for Welsh Nationalist Aims 
by Gwynfor Evans 


9d post free 
and actively support 
Plaid Cymru 


Welsh Nationalist Party 
radical and decentralist 
8 Queen Street Cardiff 


PROTEST 
MAGAZINE 


t% CND Views 
Monthly  |%* Comments 
12s %& Reports 
tr Poems 
ke Cartoons 
* foreign CND News 


Annual 
Subscription 


Hackney YCND 
14a Graham Road E.8. 


Trade Union ot 
CND * 
Traditional Labour > 


Progressive Songs 


SONGS OF HOPE 
AND SURVIVAL 


Price 
ls 3d 


Postage 
* Free 


Classified 


Terms : Cash with order, 3d. per word, min. 2s. 


(Box Nos, ts. extra). Please don't send stamps in 
payment, except for odd pence. Address Box No. 
teplies : Peace News, 5 Caledonian Road, London, 
N.I. Please send advertisements by first post 


Monday. 
Advertise in Peace News for results. Smalls rates 


above - discounts for series. Displayed advertise- 
ment rates on application to Advertisement Man- 
ager, Peace News, 5 Caledonian Road, London, N.1. 
oe en ee 


Meetings 

Calling CND _— supporters : First-hand report of 
International Peace Conference, Moscow, 1962. 
Farnborough, Hants. Jubilee Halli, October 25, 


8 p.m. CND. 
Bi a 


Personal- ’ 
Sell Peace News. Distributors, sellers wanted in 
every district, group and college. Posters and _pub- 
licity Isaflets available free. Please write : Circu- 
lation Manager, Peace News, 5 Caledonian Rd., 


Attention Abstainers. Motor Insurance Company 
insuring abstainers only offers amazingly low rates 
Up to SO per cent N.C.B. Details from Temperance 
Brokers, local representatives in all areas. Morris 
Hunter (PN), 37 Victoria Ave., Southend-on-Sea, 


Essex. 


en 
Carpet Planners, Cleaners, Re airers. Contract and 
private. TEM 2776. BAT 8117 Thames Carpet 
Co., 16 New Row, W.C.2 


Genuine introductions, friendship or marriage, all 
ages. V.C.C., 34 Honeywell, London, S.W.11. 


Hypnotism by Ralph Robinson. Consultant for 
nervous disorders, blushing, nervous tension, emo- 
tional problems, slimming, inferiority complex, Sun- 
day to Thursday, daytime, evening. SPEedwell 


ha 


Norwegian lady, 50, desires correspond with Eng- 
lishman. Likes travel, nature, music. Address : 
Anne Schivenes, Ulleval Hospital, Oslo, Norway. 


Personal Column, Ltd., Falcon House, Burnley, 
Lancs. Pen Friend ~ all hobbies. Correspondents 
in almost every country All ages. S.A.E. for 
details. 


Diary 


As this is a free service we reserve the right 10 
select from notices sent in. To make the service as 
complete as possible, we urge organisers to: 


1. Send entries to arrive not later than first post 
Monday (Friday preferred). 


2. Include date, town, time. place (hall, street), 
nature of event, speakers, organisers (and secre- 
tary’s address). 

To publicise full details, book a classified or dis- 

played advertisement. 


26 October, Friday 


Chatham: 7.30 p.m. Town Hall. Canon L. John 
Collins, Eileen Bernal, Percy Belcher, John Colley: 
*“ Exploring Ways to Peace."" Musical interlude by 
John Foreman (Unity Theatre). Medway Towns 
CND 


Watford: 8 p.m. Mayfair Restaurant (nr. Watford 
High St. Stn.), Tinkers’ Club. Folk singers, dis- 
cussion, 2s. 6d. (includes coffee). YCND. 


27-28 October, Sat-Sun 


Perth: 10 a.m. onwards Meet Station Sq. for 
Peanuts Campaign for East Scotland. Accommo- 
dation available Sat. night, CND. 


27 October, Saturday 


Birmingham: 8 p.m. Bull Ring. Public Mtg. 
10 p.m Assemble for Torchlight March through 


City Centre. YCND. 


Ipswich: 3 p.m. Friends’ Mtg, Hse., Fonnereau Rd. 
Rededication Service, E. Suffolk Area FoR. (Rev. 
Ronald Taylor). 4 p.m, Tea. 5 p.m. AGM of 
Ipswich PPU Group. 


28 October, Sunday 


London, E.1: 2-7.30 p.m. (with refreshment breaks). 
Ratcliff Preparative Mtg., 409 The Highway. Study 
Session: ‘‘ The Morality of Civil Disobedience."’ 
Led by April Carter, Gene Sharp, Chris Farley. 
huquiries : ADVance 3571. SoF. 


London, E.18: 7.30 p.m. Railway Tavern, Angel 
Lane, Stratford (2 mins. from _ Stratford Stn.). 
Special Folk-club show: Enoch Kent, John Cain, 
Harold Hamilton and Calypso Band. YCND. 


YOU TAKE PEACE NEWS... 


but do you 


take a dozen? 


How can we reach more people without your help? Michael Nixon (Kings 


Heath Committee of 100 and Fellowship 


one copy to every fourth household 
Birmingham area. 


of Reconciliation) found that he sold 
while canvassing door to door in the 


He sells 36 every week. Leeds University now have 10 dozen cach week. 
What about your personal help? Committee of 100, CND or Freedom from 


Hunger groups need your sales of Peace News. 


I will sell 


Name (block letters, please) 


doz. Peace News each week at 5s sale or return (student groups 3s doz.). 


Address 


Send to Dennis Gould, 5 


Caledonian Road, N.1. 


Volunteers needed: Christmas card packaging for 
annual Peace News fund-raising work. Helpers 
urgently wanted, 9.30 a.m.-6 p.m., some evenings, 
or could do at home in London area. 5 Caledonian 
Rd., N.J. TER 8248. 


Literature 


Books on everything to everywhere. Housmans (the 
PN booksellers) can supply promptly any book in 
print. Mail order service to all parts of the world. 
Book Tokens issued and exchanged. See our targe 
stock of books, paper backs, peace literature, 
stationery, greetings cards, etc., 5 Caledonian Rd., 
King's Cross, London, N.i. (TER 8248.) 
Contact - a South African Liberal fortnightly with 
inside news of the struggle ugainst apartheid and 
colonialism. 6 months, $s. -; 12> months 17s. 
Box 1979, Cape ‘Town, South Africa. 


Yeah! - Satyrical, sardonic, irregular from USA. 
No. 4 features complete reproduction of Kill no. 1 
- American Nazi magazine, a laugh (?) riot. 7s. 
for 4 issues. Or specimen copy free. Tuli Kupfer- 
berg. 381 E. 10, NY 9 NY, USA. 


Accommodation vacant 
Furnished two-roomed accommodation for single 
person in large mansion flat. Large sitting-room 
with bay window and balcony and smaller adjoining 
toom. Vegetarians. Tel.: CHiIswick 3565. 


Accommodation wanted 


Unfurnished small flat, central, west central London, 
or Camden Town, required by active ban-the-bomb 
professional woman with modest earnings. Box 
No. 118. 


Urgent. Small flat or Jarge double room, unfur- 
nished, pref. West or North London, reqd. by Pat 
Arrowsmith and Wendy Butlin. Contact at C'tlee 
of 100. ARC 1239. 


Situations vacant 

Unusual vacancy occurs, part commercial, part 
unilateralist, calls for clean driving licence and 
slight electrical knowledge. Just right for someone 
who is fed up with the rat race and prefers to he 
socially useful. Mobile film projection and public 
address equipment operation. Flexibility and 
dependibility arc. needed. Short hours and modest 
wages. ‘Phone Eric Walker at ARChway 7200 for 
further details. 


London, N.1: 3.30 p.m. Peace News, 5 Caledonian 
Rd., Kings Cross. H. G. Ede: ‘ Messages from 
the World."' Order of the Gt. Companions. 


London, N.W.8: 3 p.m. Labour Party Rooms, 
169 Lisson Grove. Konni Zilliacus, M.P.: ‘* CND 
and the Labour Party."" YCND. 


London, W.1: 3 p.m. Air St. (behind Swan and 
Edgar's, Piccadilly Circus). Assemble for West End 
Poster Parade. CND. 


London, W.C.1: 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Ampton St. (off 
Gray's Inn Rd.). Building an adventure playground. 
Details : Dot Davis, TER 8248. CND Constructive 
Service. 


29 October, Monday 


Coventry : 7.45 p.m. Queen's Rd. Baptist Ch. Two 
Communists and a Christian will share their 
thoughts on ‘‘ Communism and the Christian Faith," 
fallowed by questions and open discussion. 
Christian CND. 


30 October, Tuesday 


Claygate, Surrey: 8 5.m. Village Hall. Dr. Jack 
Mongar: ‘ Pugwash.”” Film: ‘' Science for Life."" 
Women Against the Bomb. 


London, S.E.14: 7.30 p.m. The Engineers’ T.U. 
Club, opp. New Cross Stn. Film Show. Brains 
Trust: Chr. Bullen, Maurice Orbach, Felix Pirani, 
Bobby Stanton, Jim Nibblett. CND. 


London, S.W.1: 7.30 p.m. House of Commons 
(Room booked in the name of Frank Allaun, M.P.) 
Dr. John Steiner: ‘* Control of War-preparing 
Behaviour."' Labour Peace Fellowship. 


London, W.C.1; 7.15 p.m. 6 Endsleigh St. London 
Area Mtg. Business, future plans, discussions. All 
members welcome. PPU. 


London, W.C.1: 8 p.m. Friends’ Int. Centre, 32 
Tavistock Sq, Films on World in Want. — SoF. 


31 October, Wednesday 


London, N.W.1: 7 p.m. Friends’ Hse., Euston Rd. 
(Room 17). Barking CND invites iaterested groups 
and people to discuss arrangements for a vigil of 
solidarity at Wethersfield on Sunday, December 9. 


2 November, Friday 


Hove, Sussex: 7.45 p.m. Pax House, 17) Melville 
Rd. Debate: ‘What Action is Open to a Paci- 
fist?’ PPU. 


3 November, Saturday 


Bath: 3 p.m. sharp. Friends’ Mtg. Hse., York St. 
Michael Tippett: ‘' Pacifism at the Present Time.” 
Western Area Rally. Election of Officers, Tea, 
Produce Sale. PPU. 


Bromley, Kent: ‘0 a.m.-5.30 p.m. William Morris 
Hall, Mason's Hill. Toy Fair and Sale of Christ- 
mas Cards for CND, Christian Action, FoR, IVS, 
Oxfam, UNICEF and Peace News (Endsleigh Cards). 
Pottery, Refreshments. CND., « 


London, E.C.4: 3-6 p.m. Memorial Hall, Farring- 
don St., Ludgate Circus. Bazaar, Order of the 
Gt. Companions - Pacifist Fellowship. 


3-4 November, Sat-Sun 


St. Ives, Cornwall: Weekend Conference : ‘‘ Mass 
Communications - their Power and Purpose.” 
Speakers : Kenneth Bailey, Michael O'Neill. Chair : 
Laurence Robinson. Bookings, by 22 Nov. to: 
Harold King, 18 Pentonvitle Terr., Redruth. PPU. 
FoR. 


5 November, Monday 


London, N.9: 7.30 p.m. Cong. Ch. Hall, Lr. Fore 
St., Edmonton. Second lecture in series: “A 


World Fit to Live In.) Anthony Weaver : ‘* Educa- 
ting for Non-Violence."' 
23 Kenmare Gdns., N.13. 


Details : Mra. Nora Page, 


Situations wanted 


Experienced shorthand-typist (retired) desires part- 
ume post in similar or other capacity, London 
area. Box No. 122. 


Interesting and responsible work required for man 
of wide agricultural experience as farm manager. 
This includes farm domestic building and planning. 
transport, machinery repairs and maintenance. 
Work other than agriculture considered particularly 
of a social nature. Home Counties preferred. Own 
vehicle. Box No. 120. 


Order now: 6d. each, 5s. a 
dozen, plus postage. British Peace Committee, 94 


Charlotte St., W.2. 


CND Wool Neckties, five shillings. 
» green (unobtrusive); rust, 
(dominant). Campaign Neckties, 
Lansdowne Rd., London, E.18. 


Magnificent Christmas Cards. Profit to refugees 
6s. per dozen. Also beautiful hand-made cards from 
Jerusalem, They have real flowers from Holy Land, 
Is. each. Brochure available. All post free. War 
on Want, 9 Madeley Road, London, W.5, 


Maroon, royal- 
pale-blue, grey 
‘* Eastholme,"* 


Obstruct postal Civil Defence propaganda with 
rubber stamps for printing anti-CD slogans, ‘‘ Ban 
the Bomb,"' ‘‘ Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament,"' 
and ND symbols on envelopes, etc. Details from 
David Josephs, 463 City’ Road, Birmingham, 17. 


Tall Anti-Christmas Greeting Cards: “' Santa Shaw "* 
in colour with Shavian quotation. 8s. per doz. 
The Shaw Society, 86 Dalmain Road. S.E.23. 


Wanted 
Fellow traveller for world working tour, Paul 
Bamber, 4 Stopples Lane, Hordle, Lymington, 


London Committee of 100 urgently needs filing 


6 November, Tuesday 


London, §.W.19: 8 p.m. William Morris Hall, 267 
Wimbledon Broadway. **Come Back = Africa,"" 
(Lionel Rogosin's film, made in South Africa.) 
Admission: Is. in aid of Christian Action and 
Wimbledon Labour 


Every week 


Mondays 


Nottingham : 7.30 p.m. 49 Coffee Bar (downstairs). 
Meeting. YCND, 69 Churchfield Lane, Radford 


Tuesdays 


Cath., entrance in Francis St.) YCND, C'ttee of 
100, CND. 


Thursdays 


London, W.12: 7-11 p.m. outside Wormwoed Scrubs, 
Du Cane Rd. Vigil for Des Lock. (Nearest Tube : 
East Acton). London Committee of 100. 


Saturdays 


Croydon: Trinity School of Sir John Whitgift, High 
St. - manning bookstall, leafleting. 10-5.45. YCNL 


London, N.9: 12.30-5.30 p.m. The Broadway, 
Edmonton (in front of car park). Literature Stall. 
Supporters needed to man stall and leaflet. CND 


London: 7.30-11 p.m. 213 Bishopsgate. The Pea- 
nute Club, CND Folk Songs, discussions, ete 
Guitarists, singers needed. All proceeds 


to London C'ttee of 100. 


Lendon, W.11: 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Golborn Rd., Porto- 


bello Market, north end. PPU bookstall. Volun- 
teers for two hour shifts always needed. ‘Phone 
Sec. BAY 2086 or FLA 

London, S.W.16: 8.30 a.m. - 1.30 p.m. Bookstall 
near St. Leonard's Church, Streatham. Volunteers 


welcome. CND. 


Sunderland: From 9 am. Stal! m Union St. 
Leafleting, newspaper Selling. Offers of help to: 
1 Aldershot Sq, CND. 


Sutton, Surrey: 10 a.m.-5.30 p.m. Cock Pavement. 
Bookatall. Volunteers welcome. YCND, C'ttee of 
100, CND. 


Orpington 1 9.30 - 5.30 High St. (nr W. H. Smith’ 
Manning bookstall, leafieting, YCND. ‘mith's), 
Plies Rnhentasiahaassel Mystere, 


Colchester: 3-5 p.m. M.P.T.C., Berechurch Hall 

Ra’ Ng pre puneey till release of Brian 
oGee. rections from ‘* The Studio,"’ 

Colchester, CND/C'ttce of 100 Ue ere ae 


raga 3 p.m. Durdham Downs. Public Meeting 


Nottfin bam: 7-9 pm. Slab Sg. Open Mtg. Then 
in Tying Horse "' Hotel till 10 p.m. Speakers 
and leafleters welcome each week. CND. 


Nottingham: 8 p.m. Market 3q. 


YCOND. Public Meeting 


Saturdays and Sundays 


Lendea, $.E.13: Chrietehurch House, Chancel St. 


Oo 
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Public fast in Wood Green 


The week before last a seven-day fast was 
held at Spouters’ Corner, Wood Green. 
Oonagh Lahr, a telephonist from Muswell 
Hill, and one of those who fasted for the 
whole week, here tells the story of the 
fast : 

The seven-day public fast which ended on 
Saturday, October 13, at Spouters’ Corner, 
Wood Green, was the work of a small non- 
violence study group in North London. It 
was inspired by the example of the public 
fast by six of the Chiswick non-violence 
study group on a City bomb site, which 
took place in August this year. 

We decided to follow their example mainly 
because of the three results that we knew 
of, directly attributable to the City fast, and 
these deserve mention because they indi- 
cate the possibilities inherent in this type of 
demonstration : 

(1) An office in a building overlooking the 
site went without lunch, from managing 
director to office boy, and sent the money 
to Oxfam. 

(2) Oxfam received in the course of the fast 
week many letters mentioning the fast and 
enclosing contributions. 

(3) One of our number is a girl who be- 
came interested in non-violence by speak- 
ing with the City fasters, and demonstrated, 
in the seven days of our fast, her ability to 
practise non-violence and understand it. 
Our group has not been going long. At 
first we met fortnightly, but most of us re- 
cognised that the study of non-violence can- 
not be divorced from the practice. We are 
all anti-nuclear because nuclear weapons 
ee ower 


St. Christopher School 
Letchworth 

A school community of some 400 
boys and girls (between 5 and 18 
years) and 100 adults practising 


education on sane and successful! 
modern lines. 


Applications now being 
considered for next year 


Solve your present 
problem with a 


Peace News 
Christmas gift 
subscription 


For 10s. we will send 26 issues, starting 
with the Christmas issue of December 21. 
Your greeting on a Christmas card will 
accompany the first copy. 


Fill in this coupon now: 
(BLOCK LETTERS, PLEASE) 
To PEACE NEWS, 


5 Caledonian Road, London, N.1. 
Please send Christmas Gift Subscriptions to 


Zz 


ame 


Address 


I enclose cheque/PO in payment £ ss. d. 


are the biggest form of violence there is, 
and most of us are Committee of 100 sup- 
porters because that is where the ideas of 
active non-violence and creative conflict are 
mostly flowing from at the moment. None 
of us is very learned in the subject. One 
of us was experienced in fasting which was 
useful. 


Once we had decided on the fast we called 
for advice on ihe experience of the Chis- 
wick group, and they gave generous help 
and time. During our fast we gave out a 
leaflet on the subject of war and waste, 
starvation and non-violence, which was 
almost identical with that used by them in 
the City. 


The real problem was the site; the Chis- 
wick group had warned us of the great 
difficulty attached to obtaining a suitable 
place. We canvassed many possibilities; 
some of them bore no fruit because we 
needed a quick decision, since the winter 
was drawing on. After we had postponed 
the fast for a week because we had no- 
where to go, Barbara Anderson solved the 
problem in a most satisfying way by sug- 
gesting that we use parked vehicles, which 
we could legally sleep in at night, and 
which would obviate the necessity of camp- 
ing out and provide us with shelter should 
it rain, 

We had a connection through some public 
meetings we have held there with Spouters’ 
Corner, which is by an underground station 
and a frequented shopping centre, We de- 
sired to fit the demonstration into our past 
and future activity, so we arranged to park 
the vehicles, which were loaned to us, at 
Wood Green, 


There was not time to consult the Council, 
and it was through the good offices of the 
Wood Green police that we were allowed 
to park on the common land which is 
Spouters’ Corner. 


There were four fasters, 
one man. 


One of the three girls went to work each 
weekday and stuck it out. Another of the 
girls was, as we realised halfway through, 
under-nourished already, yet she never 
wavered. We had also seven part-time 
fasters, of whom one did five days (with a 
full-time job), another four days, also work- 
ing and suffering from an injury to his eye; 
the rest did two days or one day. Some of 
them joined us, sleeping in the vehicles 
when we had space. 

We collected, of course, a good deal of 
money for Oxfam (£30). Some of it was 
pennies from children who were begging 
for November Sth. We explained that our 
money was going to feed the starving chil- 
dren, and they instantly opened their tin 
and presented a sum in coppers. After 
which they kept popping back with more 
pennies, hugely delighted. We also col- 
lected a lorryload of old clothes. We were 
offered many kindnesses (including food, 
which we did not accept!) by the people 
nearby. One of the people who joined us 
was inspired like us by the Chiswick 
fasters; one other was introduced by us to 
non-violence as a way of life (which is not 
to say he did not already use it) for the 
first time. Some of these wished to join our 
study group, 

These are the more obvious results; without 
doubt there are many others of which we 
may never hear. What is difficult to define 
exactly is the effect our fast had on the 
neighbourhood. The people of Wood 
Green grasped easily the purpose of our 
fast, the object of which was to try to con- 
vince people that these matters are their 
personal concern, and to emphasise our 
belief that a non-violent world is the only 
thing worth working for, and that the work 
must begin now, Before we began we had 
also defined the value of the seven-day 
fast demonstration as follows: 

(1) Unlike civil disobedience, _ fasting 
arouses compassion along with interest, and 
does not rouse antagonism. Jt therefore 
opens the ears of those who speak and 
listen to you, by opening their hearts. 

{2) The local nature ‘of it relates the demon- 
stration to the daily lives of those who 
witness it and take part in any measure. 


three girls and 


The fasters have their 
first food for a week 


(3) It may help one to build up one’s own 
group. 

(4) It is a very pure expression of non- 
violence, since it is active, constructive (it 
helps to feed the hungry by the giving of 
the fasters’ food money to famine relief, 
and the contributions made by those who 
are moved by it), self-sacrificing, and sus- 
tained. 

(5) It has been tried and it works, to create 
understanding, which is human unity, the 
basis of non-violence. The more the 
demonstrators have the right qualities the 
better it works. 

Now that we have experienced it we would 
endorse all this. We were listened to by 
people who would never have spoken to us 
otherwise; we were able to make some im- 
pression on them and put into their heads 
the idea of non-violence, which once heard 
of speaks for itself. Often the impression 
was Slight, but sometimes it was quite 
strong, particularly when the individual 
concerned returned to talk with us again. 
We have added to our group people who 
have much to give us, We did feel we were 
part of people’s lives, as they are of ours, 
and not just a side-show. Some came back 
to see us several times and seemed to enjoy 
talking to us. 

Kindness and praise make one humble; the 
effect of this on ourselves was such as to 
make it easier to reach out to people, and 
this we found to be reciprocal. 

The most outstanding thing was the young 
people, Night after night we would be 
talking to groups of young people - of ages 
ranging from 14 to 26 - who came to mock 
or out of idleness, but often needed little 
prompting to become serious and hold 
forth on all varieties of social questions 
affecting their lives, and ask us serious 
questions. Some of them were not far off 
looking for a purpose and were conscious 
of a lack. These were the most critical of 
us,.as is just. 

We had, I am glad to say, no too-ready 
acceptance of our ideas, To those who 
agreed with us too superficially we were 
always saying (it was mostly the older 
people): “ That’s good, but what are you 
doing about it then?” 

We grew used to the shifts they often re- 
sorted to to convince themselves that they 
need do nothing. Some people did not stop 
but went by us with frozen expressions and 
lowered eyes. We were told that some of 
these felt guilty that they were not with 
us. 

The elephant in the ointment was our dis- 
covery of the extent of fascism among the 
people we met. For reasons which they 
generally gave away unconsciously in the 
course of conversation, many of the young 
people would produce a formula, or cate- 


chism, about coloured people, which went 
like this: “ ‘They come over here, they take 
our jobs. They go down to the Labour 
Exchange, they go on the National Assist- 
ance, they pull down ten quid a week for 
doing nothing and getting stuff on the 
National Health, and you can see them 
driving around in big shiny cars, and we 
have to pay for it all.” 

Older peuple - including one policeman - 
tended instead to say: “I'm not against 
the coloureds myself, but there’s no doubt 
that they . . .” after which would follow 
instances of ill-behaviour which we would 
cap with instances of white ill-behaviour 
(which to them is quite different). Some- 
how this concealed race hatred was the 
more odious; maybe more ingrained. 

We feel that we should try and fight it 
now before the housing situation worsens 
and gives it strength - fight it not with laws, 
but with non-violence, and I hope we will 
(when we have paid off the bill for the 
leaflets and the fast) plan something to this 
end. We have some ideas already; the 
Chiswick group has already attempted some- 
thing; we need to observe a little more 
before the action perhaps. - 


Our appeal 


Week by week this column begins to have 
a certain ritual) quality about it. The 
formula to which it is written becomes a 
little obvious, As one of the staff pointed 
out, first the reader is “chatted up” with 
a little story and then the appeal is slipped 
in. We wish we could abandon the ritual, 
but we can’t. Just to keep the paper as it is 
at present we need every penny of the 


£5,000 we're asking for. But there’s so much 
more we’d like to do. More direct report- 
ing of events, better international coverage, 
better photographs. And no doubt our 
readers could add a great deal more. At the 


moment we're worried whether we'll even 
be able to get the £5,000 which will let us 


keep the paper as it is next year. 
ALAN LOVELL 


total since February | 


£1256 


contributions this week £17 15.9: 
we need £5000 by February 1963 
Please make cheques etc payable ~ 


to Lady Clare Annesley Treasurer 
Peace News 5 Caledonian Road 


London Ni 
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Editorial 


What is a ‘necessary risk’? 


In a single day this week a book was pub- 
lished which stated that North Carolina 
was nearly devastated last year by a 24- 
megaton bomb, which was only prevented 
from exploding by the last of six safety 
switches; the Soviet Union conducted two 
nuclear tests, one of a few hundred kilo- 
tons exploded at high altitude, the other of 
24 megatons at Novaya Zemlya; and Ken- 
nedy announced that the US would estab- 
lish a blockade of Cuba as “ an initial step ” 
in “ the defence of our own security.” 


The dice have now been set rolling in the 
most serious international crisis the world 
has ever faced. Where they will come to 
rest is anybody’s guess, but one thing is 
clear: the process of escalation to all-out 
nuclear war. frequently spoken of in theo- 
retical terms, has become a real possibility. 
It is easy in such desperate circumstances 
to succumb to feelings of frustration and 
impotence. The world situation looks 
grimmer than ever before, not only for the 
immediate future, but also in the long 
term. Not only has the cold war become 
more dangerous, but also the prospects of 


John Papworth 


disarmament are now reduced to vanishing 
point. In the present world situation any 
kind of negotiated agreement between the 
great powers is now unthinkable. 


Why? Just as the U2 incident demon- 
strated to the Russians that they cannot 
trust the Americans, so now the reported 
establishment of Soviet missile and bomber 
hascs in Cuba is demonstrating to the 
Americans that they cannot trust the Rus- 
sians. The Russians and Cubans, Khrush- 
chev, Gromyko, and Castro have repeatedly 
lied about Russian military intentions in 
Cuba. If Kennedy’s intelligence about a 
Soviet military base in Cuba is correct, as 
seems almost certain, then mutual distrust 
between the great powers will reach a dan- 
gerous new point. The international dis- 
trust, already aggravated by the Soviet 
breaking of the nuclear test moratorium in 
September, 1961, will now be increased 
several times over. 


Thus at precisely the time when the danger 
the world faces suddenly comes near to 
reality, the traditional solution to inter- 
national conflict become irrelevant. Not 


even unilateral gestures of good intentions 
seem possible in the present state of the 
world. The law of the jungle is civilisa- 
tion itself compared to what is happening 
now. 

The US claims that in the present situa- 
tion she is “reluctantly” forced into the 
position where thermonuclear war may be- 
come a reality. President Kennedy said in 
his speech: “We will not prematurely or 
unnecessarily risk the costs of world-wide 
nuclear war in which even the fruits of 
victory would be ashes in our mouth - but 
neither will we shrink from that risk at any 
time it must be faced.” 

Is the US “ forced” to prepare for thermo- 
nuclear war over Cuba or Berlin? Is it 
“forced” to accept the real possibility of 
accidental war, a possibility which rises 
sharply at times of international tension ? 
Is it “forced” to contaminate the atmo- 
sphere with fall-out and to contaminate 
people’s minds with the fear of war ? 

It is our belief thai no nation can be 


“forced” to do this, and that there are 
alternative ways of dealing with the threat 


of aggression, which do not provide a cure 
which is more dangerous than the disease. 
If present policies result in war, it will not 
be true to say that the war was “ acci- 
dental,” nor that it was “forced” on the 
West by Sovict actions (or vice-versa). If 
there is a third World War it is because a 
large number of people in the US and 
Russia believe that the best way to deal 
with an “enemy” is to prepare for World 
War It. 


All who believe that humanity is worth 
saving. and that life means more than 
saluting a flag and obeying one’s “ supe- 
riors,” must feel a deadening sense of 
despair at present. Yet it is not too much 
to hope that the present crisis may be more 
important than Suez in changing the 
climate of opinion about war and politics. 
The dangers of the situation created by the 
great powers may lead people to look for 
alternative methods of settling conflicts, In 
a world where policies of mass violence are 
obviously Jeading us nowhere, the message 
of non-violent action may be increasingly 
listened to. 


Northern Rhodesia: a crucial election 


With only two weeks to go before the elec- 
tion in Northern Rhodesia, Kenneth 
Kaunda’s United National Independent 
Party was unable to get delivery of a single 
printed poster, leaflet, or handbill. The 
election literature was printed by a UNIP 
sympathiser in Tanganyika - an Indian 
pacifist. The material was despatched in 
good time by a UNIP lorry to Northern 
Rhodesia. At the frontier the driver was 
astonished to discover the federal customs 
authorities insisted on the payment of 
£1,662 before allowing the consignment to 
be freed from bond. UNIP couldn't pos- 
sibly raise such a sum, indeed its election 
debts are likely to be very heavy in any 
case, So one of the most vital instruments 
of its election campaign was denied it and 
the printed message it wants to spread 
throughout the country lies gathering dust 
in a customs shed. 


From the outset UNIP has been handi- 
capped in this electoral battle. Its branch 
officers have been arrested on flimsy 
charges just when they were due to register 
for their votes, others have been faulted on 
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equally flimsy grounds such as residence 
qualifications, and all manner of pretexts 
have been used to prevent the branches 
themselves from functioning. No branch 
can operate unless it is “ registered.” This 
involves making a formal application and 
paying a registration fee of £1 - not an 
easy sum to come by in an African village. 
{f the application is refused, as in many 
cases it has been, no explanation is given 
and the registration fee is not returned. 
One branch secretary told me that he had 
applied eleven times to register his branch, 
each time having to pay the required fee 
before registration was granted. 


Another form of harassment has been the 
way the police have applied regulations for 
meetings. Permission to hold meetings is 
necessary, and often withheld. It appears 
to be common for a local UNIP official to 
be refused permission on the grounds that 
as the African National Congress (the Afn- 
can splinter party friendly to Sir Roy 
Welensky and led by Harry Nkumbula) was 
already holding a ineeting on the day in 
question, public disorders might ensue. It 
only remains for the police subsequently to 
give permission for a meeting to the ANC 
and a desultory affair attended by a few 
dozen transpires where a UNIP meeting 
would have attracted thousands. 


To this picture must be added details such 
as gifts of land rovers, cars, typewriters, 
duplicators and public address systems to 
Nkumbula from a variety of interests con- 
cerned to thwart the real aspirations of the 
African people. Nkumbula himself, re- 
cently out of jail after killing a policeman 
by driving a car at him while the worse for 
drink, has received a money gift of £30,000 
from the same vested interests. It is little 
wonder that many of his lieutenants are 
now sporting new clothes, cameras, watches 
and other items, and that his poorly 
attended meetings are expensively adver- 
tised by paying adolescents to distribute 
handbills in the townships. Nor is it any 
wonder that he is able to set up his own 
private transmitting station to maintain con- 
tact with different parts of the country. In 
a territory three times the size of Britain. 
having only the most midimentary com- 
munications in many areas. this expensive 
asset is a godsend to a political leader. 


Nkumbula will be eclipsed al] the same. 
UNIP continues to gather strength and in- 
crease its membership and is unmistakably 
the only serious African force in the field. 
But te call it “ African” is misleading. It 
is a multi-racial party, and since the elec- 
tion began has made substantial headway 
in attracting European and Asian members. 
In addition Kaunda has addressed many 
large non-African audiences on the Corper- 
belt and has received everywhere an excel- 
lent reception, Since his main opponents, 
Welensky’s United Federal Party, have not 
dared to organise similar meetings among 
the Africans, Kaunda‘’s prospects look 
bright. There is a particular reason for 
this. One third of all the seats in the elec- 
tion have to be contested on the basis that 
European candidates mus¢ obtain a mini- 
mum of ten per cent of their votes from 
Africans and African candidates must ob- 
tain ten per cent of their votes from Euro- 
peans. This system will almost certainly 
prevent a UFP victory, and may easily 
bring about a landslide for Kaunda, 


Such a result will spell, at Jast, the end of 
the Federation. It will also open up the 
way for liberating Angola, Mozambique 
and South-West Africa - with much of 
which it has contiguous borders - and 
eventually South Africa itself. 


It is because all this will follow so inevit- 
ably that the election has aroused such in- 
terest throughout the world; and it is just 
as well it has, for the forces of reaction 
ranging from Katanga (which is providing 
radio facilities for Nkumbula and sending 
bands of hoodlums across the border to 
break up UNIP meetings) to the British 
South Africa Company. Portugal and 
Welensky are on another tack. 


Forseeing almost certain defeat, they now 
realise that their best hope is to create 
conditions where the elections cannot be 
held. Despite Kaunda’s — statesmanlike 
assertion “ We don’t want the Europeans to 
stay because of their skills or their wealth, 
but because they are our fellow human 
beings’ (a remark which has failed to re- 
ceive the attention it deserves), they are 
making immense efforts to whip up fear 
among the Europeans about the conse- 
quences of a UNIP victory. A special anti- 
UNIP front has been formed, and there is 
no doubt that further mischief is afoot. 


Artificially engineered last-minute panics 
have played a notorious part in the history 
of British elections. All who wish Africa 
well must be on their guard against a 
similar stunt in Northern Rhodesia before 
October 30, 


Peace News Christmas Fair 
Sat. Nov. 24 11.30am - 8.30pm 
Whitefields, Tottenham -Ct. Rd., W.1. 


Richard Boston, Hugh Brock, Michael Freeman, Rod Prince and 
Adam Roberts will judge the contestants for the title of 
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who should be dressed as for a demonstration and, in addition to the usual 
contest qualities, show movement appeal 


Real prizes: record tokens. 
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up the experience of the Campaign Caravan 
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GOING TO THE PEOPLE 


What is needed to make CND effective ? 
Imprisonment of the victimised few and 


marching by the thousands seems to be not, 


enough. For this reason, as much as any. 
I felt the need to go around the country 
and find out how people were thinking 
about the nuclear issues of our time and 
try to assess their opinions about the Cam- 
paign and the Committee of 100. 


It seemed a good idea to combine this en- 
quiry with an effort to raise further support. 
The initial respons: from official quarters 
was disappointing, so I added a bait. Fund- 
raising was included in the programme and 
letters were sent out round the country. 
The response to this was more encourag- 
ing, About £400 came in within a month 
and about forty volunteers offered to give 
a week or more of their summer holidays. 
Over 70 per cent of the local groups replied 
saying that they would like the Caravan to 
pass through their town or area, This con- 
tirmed the need. 


In every case working with the local groups 
proved exciting. Both sides were willing to 
learh and there was no lack of co-opera- 
tion. We found that Regional Councils 
were unrepresentative bodies. not in touch 
with the local situation in their region and 
generally speaking unable to help. The 
North-West and East Anglia Regions were 
exceptions to this, although the North-West 
had to be chivvicd a great deal. 


It appeared that generally Campaign com- 
mittees did not represent their local com- 
munity, but here again there were two ob- 
vicus exceptions, North Devon and Tees- 
side. I was impressed with the groups in 
the Lancashire cotton towns, who were 
making a real attempt to involve the people 
around them, particularly in the factories. 
All round. the Campaign appeared to be 
facing the same difficulties - organisation 
and growth. There was a general recogni- 
tion that we needed to organise canvassing 
on a fairly large scale. Here the question 
was what to say once on the doorstep. In 
tackling the problem of developing our 
work in the factories, the dispute over the 
interpretation of the Annual Conference 
resolution on industrial action did not help. 
It seemed to us, however, that Campaign 
groups by and large do not take much 
notice of squabbles at the centre. Their 
campaigning is largely instinctive and does 
not usually take into account the niceties 
of this or that form of words or the argu- 
ments between the CND and the Committee 
of 100. There appears to be only one test, 
Will what we are doing succeed in getting 


Required 


Medical practitioner to assist bringing socio 
medical service to 300,000 peasants in Basuto- 
lard mountains. Project is purely human- 
itarian - non-political and undenominational. 
Write airmail, Secretary, P.O. Box 169. 
Maseru, Basutoland. 


i, 


a response from the 
addressing ? 

We quickly dubbed the South Coast “the 
deep dlue South.” Traditionally conserva- 
tive in politics and behaviour, it reacted 
most strongly whenever we appeared, The 
towns took quick offence at our attempts to 
involve the mayor and town council and 
a range of abuse was hurled at us, 


People we are 


But the reaction from audiences both in 
the open air and indoors was. slightly 
different. Our outdoor meetings were well 
attended. ‘The heckling was boisterous, 
polite and ill-informed. It tended to re- 
flect attitudes found in the Daily Express 
and the Daily Telegraph. Whereas there 
was almost complete disagreement with our 
case about nuclear weapons, whenever we 
succeeded in drawing their attention to the 
dangers to health which are caused by 
nuclear tests we were listened to with a 
good deal of interest. In this one respect 
they cared. Pushed hard enough, few 
would agree with the contention they would 
rather be “ dead than red“. 


The moral case found a response, and if 
one could possibly remove the nuclear 
argument out of the political context it 
was possible to find agreement. However, 
England was important, we did have re- 
sponsibilities, and these could not be lightly 
given over to either Russia or America. 
Notwithstanding. recruitment was high 
and new groups formed in Lewes, Wey- 
mouth and Bideford in North Devon. 


Country, County, British and proud of it 
- Taunton, Wells, Bath, Cheltenham, 
Gloucester. Tewkesbury. Alongside the 
fierce patriotism of the “County types” 
there were the attitudes of employers and 
employees in local industry of ‘ not letting 
the side down,” “the alliance is paramount,” 
“security demands safeguards which in- 
clude the nuclear deterrent.” Also it was 
considered almost disloyal to question the 
actions of our Government, and while we 
were in Wells the police openly photo- 
graphed anybody connected with the Cam- 
paign. In the teeth of this opposition, we 
launched a new group at Wells. 


Prosperity in the Midlands and the shadow 
of redundancy in Lancashire affected work- 
ing class attitudes. Our surveys began to 
reveal that more people knew about the 
Campaign, and that they had learned about 
it largely from watching television. The 
newspapers were important although not 
quite so decisive. Clearly the impression of 
beatniks and weirdies comes from watching 
demonstrations on television, and for the 
first time the importance of the decision we 
had made to accept the conventions of 
provincial dress was fully brought home to 
us, 


Overwhelmingly people would tell us the 
government did not care about what they 
thought. but also most people we talked to 
thought the government knew best. The 
complicated. 


whole business was too 


Russia, on the surface at least, was the 
bogey, and she had to be kept out. 


However, at the factory gate the argument 
was slightly different. There was no notice- 
able anti-Americanism at first, but if the 
heckler was pressed he would then reveal 
a fear and envy of America which was 
quite intense. This appeared to stem as 
much from economic reasons as any, and 
it was interesting to find that it was mixed 
with old ideas about utopian socialism. 
Beneath the surface of what appears to be 
indifference the stirrings of non-conformist 
conscience are still latent. It occurs to me 
that here more than in any other part of 
the country we visited the Campaign is 
likely to grow as a result of Christian 
conscience rather than political attitudes. 


Tyneside was in many respects like Merscy- 
side although more prosperous and pro- 
bably more political. Only economic de- 
pression rouses political argument, and cer- 
tainly the Bomb is not part of this argu- 
ment. Where it did take place it was be- 
tween two sects of attitudes, communist and 
capitalist. It was not diflicult to see how 
government is able to manipulate men 
when their prejudices are so deep-rooted 
and extreme. But on Tees-side vigorous 
campaigning met with a ready response. 
People seemed able to make the connec- 
tion between the arms race and_ the 
economy. ‘There was a genuine concern 
about the issues and one could pose both 
the moral and political arguments with 
equal force and find an intelligent response. 


East Anglia was fascinating. Sophisticated 
and yet rustic. Aware of the dangers in- 
herent in having the bases and scared but 
still willing to believe the government is 
right. But attitudes are changing. Signi- 
ficant was the fact that it was possible to 
develop the argument about the proper use 
of agricultural land and the wrongness in 
central government riding roughshod over 
local interests. 1 would think this needs to 
be developed because here more than any- 
where else it was possible to have a real 
discussion about the nature of democracy 
and how and why it must be defended. 


There are, therefore. different attitudes in 
different parts of the country, and I was 
glad to hear Stuart Hall say at the “ wel- 
come back” meeting held at the conclusion 
of the tour, ‘““If the literature we produce 
at Carthusian Street does not match up to 
local needs then write your own.” The re- 
cruitment of some 6,000 new supporters 
showed that, despite the first impression of 
hostility, indifference or apathy, it is pos- 
sible to shift the minds of men and women. 
The Campaign is viewed with a mixture of 
admiration and contempt. Admiration, be- 
cause people are willing to take such a 
strong stand for principle. Contempt, be- 
cause the effort seems so pitiable when 
measured against the nature of change 
which it is claimed must come about. Civil 
disobedience is not regarded very highly 


and most people seemed to feel it was a 
gimmick, although they did differentiate 
between the demonstration and the act of 
going to prison. 


Quite often, mostly in the North-west, the 
Campaign (and Committee) was associated 
with them, that is to say, the government, 
and people thought the noise of the past 
five yeats was part and parcel of the normal 
political dispute about who should be in 
the government. 


Do people feel involved in the central de- 
bate about nuclear weapons? On _ the 
evidence the answer must be no. But I 
finished the tour knowing that we had only 
very slightly scratched the surface, that im- 
pressions gained are fleeting and could be 
disastrously wrong. People, it seems to mc, 
do care. I am persuaded that better litera- 
ture. more immediately relevant to the eco- 
nomic and social structure of our life is 
one way of breaking down the thought 
barrier. 


But there are others. Improving the struc- 
ture of local groups and the kind of acti- 
vities we involve ourselves in are also im- 
portant, Image, that cursed word, is im- 
portant. We must show people the real 
composition of the Campaign on the door- 
step. In the factory we must be prepared 
to show the positive alternatives to the 
present arms manufacture because this is 
what we became most intensely involved 
with when discussing the Campaign at the 
factory gate. 


We have a more difficult task than merely 
publishing the facts. This is important and 
to some extent we have succeeded here. 
Our job must be to persuade people that 
these facts are the realities of our existence 
and to do it in such a manner that it con- 
nects with their lives. It is significant that 
we met the greatest response when we said, 
“In the face of the threat of nuclear in- 
cineration we must be against war itself as 
an instrument of national and international 
policy.” Our problem is to persuade people 
that a start must be made by dismantling 
the nuclear apparatus, because it is at the 
heart of this matter, 


Can we do it? The answer must be yes, 
but this will only be true if we are pre- 
pared to tackle the new methods with the 
same enthusiasm as we showed in the early 
marches and demonstrations. In going 
around the country this summer I had the 
impression of soundness at the local level 
and a willingness to learn. I am hoping 
very much that we make use of this on a 
massive scale. 


THE ORDER OF THE 
GREAT COMPANIONS 
Service 3.30 Sun October 28 


Pence News 5 Caledonian Rd Kings X 
H G Ede “ Messages from the World.” 
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A British destroyer in Valletta 
Harbour. Malta’s economy is 
unhealthily dependent on the 
British naval installations 


Join Papworth 


Malta 
against 
the 
Church 


I climbed aboard the bus and noted a 
decorated statue of the Virgin behind the 
driver's seat. It was ringed with tiny elec- 
tric bulbs, and below was a prayer text. 
As the bus started my neighbour, a man 
of about 30, casually crossed himself, and 
looking round I saw most of the passengers 
busy performing the same rite. After a day 
or two I found out that this was common 
form and that similar evidence of such 
formalistic piety could be observed in 
almost every place of public refreshment, 
in public buildings such as post offices, in 
shops, and on the front doors or walks of 
many of the houses, 


This is Malta G.C. where a population of 
approximately one-third of a million, about 
equal to that of a large London borough, 
is served by 34 government schools, over 
300 churches, and an army of nearly 1,000 
priests, assisted by an estimated 2,000 nuns 
and monks. Church assets are estimated 
to be around £72,000,000, and this includes 
its holdings of about one-third of the land 
of the island. 


These things make Malta pretty unusual as 
communities go, but its Labour Farty, led 
by Dom Mintoff, makes it even more so. 
It must be one of the most cohesive dyna- 
mic and purposeful political forces in the 
world. Perhaps the fact that Malta is no 
larger than a city-state helps to make it so, 
and perhaps that is a good reason for 
having more city-states instead of “ great 
powers” in the world. 


Mintoff’s party needs to be purposeful. 
For the state of Malta’s economy is also 
pretty unusual. In modern times it has 
prospered on a single industry - war. The 


value of service establishments financed by 
the British Government must be far larger 
than even that of local Church property, 
and every year servicemen and their fami- 
lies spend something like £20,000,000. Put 
this figure against Malta's total budget for 
the current year of £19,000,000 and its 
significance is unmistakable. 


Despite this expenditure, the last budget 
showed a deficit of £4,000,000, and the 
Government is seeking to meet this by 
raising a loan from the British Govern- 
ment. At this rate of borrowing it is clear 
the Maltese economy will be bankrupt in 
another year or so. But there is an even 
bigger cloud on the horizon. All the ser- 
vice establishments are being rapidly run 
down and the impact on the economy has 
already resulted in considerable hardship 
and unemployment. with the threat of a 
great deal more to come. It helps nothing 
either that the present Conservative govern- 
ment of the island is spending scanty public 
funds on vote-catching schemes of public 
works such as roads and drainage, rather 
than on much more urgently required pro- 
ductive enterprises whose profits could be 
used to finance precisely these things at a 
later stage. Malta does remain, it is true, 
the HQ of the NATO Mediterranean Fleet, 
but apart from the ethical objections, to say 
the least, of having an economy almost en- 
tirely dependent on the instruments of war 
of one of the major power blocs. it appears 
that even expenditure from this source will 
not mect its deficit. 

What is the alternative 2? Full union with 
Britain, with Maltese MPs sitting in the 
House of Commons, once enthusiastically 
advocated, has been killed stone dead by 


Polling Day-October 30 


From Northern Rhodesia, Kenneth Kaunda 
cables Africa Freedom, London: 


MOST CRUCIAL ELECTION CAMPAIGN 
UNDERWAY KINDLY AND URGENTLY ASK 
SUPPORTERS TO GIVE GENEROUSLY 
Already over £4,000 has been sent. 


If you believe in a democratic future for Northern Rhodesia help 
us to send another £4,000 this month. 


Your donation should be addressed to: 
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the torpid unimaginativeness of the Tory 
government. There remain the possibili- 
ties that Malta would obtain a large enough 
loan from the International Monetary Fund 
or elsewhere to finance local industry, that 
it should be linked with the Italian main- 
land (its nearest neighbours), that a United 
Nations agency could be established here, 
or that it should become a “free” terri- 
tory and the headquarters of the still “‘ ad 
hoc” United Nations Police Force. The 
last point is one which, given the bleak 
prospects for complete economic independ- 
ence which exist, Dom Mintoff himself 
most favours, This is ordinary realism, for 
Malta's one major asset is its strategic 
situation in the Mediterranean, athwart the 
routes to Europe, Asia and Africa. As 
such Malta runs the continual danger of 
being a pawn in the politics of the great 
powers and only a role of being host to 
the UN police would really put it beyond 
the reach of such considerations. 


Meanwhile Britain must stop procrastinat- 
ing in the matter of Malta’s independence. 
At present, with the Maltese economy dis- 
torted by long years of service to Britain's 
military requirements, it is crippled by its 
continuing dependence on Britain and its 
inability to chart its own course. Britain 
retains its power of rule in Malta, it is re- 
fusing to assist its desperate economic 
plight, and at the same time refusing to 
allow it to establish forms of association 
elsewhere. The Jeast Britain could now do 
is to enable the Government of Malta to 
offer the vast range of barracks and mili- 
tary installations of all kinds to the UN 
for the use of its police force and to wind 
up its rule which has rapidly begun to turn 
sour, 

None of this, however, explains why Dom 
Mintoff’s Labour Party is so complete and 
singular an expression of the will of the 
ordinary people of Malta. This is partly 
due to the fearlessness of its crusade for 
independence, and partly to the doughty 
qualities of its leadership in the struggle 
that has developed with the Church. In an 
entirely Catholic community of quite im- 
posing devoutness it might be thought that 
anybody tackling the problem of the 
Church's centuries-old accretion of wealth 
and privilege would risk all and gain no- 
thing. But this is to underrate the capacity 
of Maltese Catholics for self-criticism. My 
Protestant ears were continually being 
astonished with the comments on pnmestly 
greed and rapacity they heard all the time 
from devout Catholics, and there is no 
doubt a new spirit is stirring. It is true 
that in the last elections the Labour Party 
was ousted from power, but it is unlikely 
that it will trip over the priestly skirts of 
the hierarchy again, and there is much to 
suggest the same skirts have now been 


caught up in the slip-stream of history and 
that the wearers are in danger of being 
smothered. 


The story of how, in defiance of the more 
important of the ten commandments, of 
the beatitudes, of most of the Sermon on 
the Mount and Jesus's plain injunction to 
love one another, the local priesthood set 
about a campaign of hate, lies, slander and 
vilification against Dom Mintoff is well 
known, The Maltese clergy, if they obeyed 
the shameful instructions of a circular from 
their bishop, used the confessional box to 
establish the penitents’ political affiliations, 
and if they proved to be Labour they were 
refused absolution. To their credit not all 
the clergy obeyed these instructions. (“I 
will give you absolution,” said one, “ pro- 
vided you don't read the socialist paper 
between now and mass"!) Indeed, many 
of them hate the role in which they have 
been cast. 


It is true the Church's slander campaign 
has yielded some short term results. When 
a powerful body uses its power to place 
under interdiction with grave penalties any 
of its adherents who support a political 
party. it must be taken as a measure of its 
power when obedience is exacted. But when 
mass disobedience ensues on a scale utterly 
unprecedented in Malta's history, the 
Church is merely advertising its weakness 
in a field traditionally not its own anyway. 
It is one thing for a Christian to accept 
that he must “ render unto Caesar...” but 
what else but loss of authority can be the 
outcome if the Church seeks to abrogate to 
itself the role of Caesar? This in fact is 
what is happening, and there must be many 
who now share the views my guide ex- 
pressed to me in answer to my questioning, 
“Yes, I am still a strong Catholic, but I 
no Jonger trust the priests.” 


Dom Mintoff's party has emerged from its 
electoral defeat at the hands of the local 
clerical forces stronger and more sure of 
its goal, and what in the long run may 
prove decisive. with a rapidly growing 
youth movement. Nevertheless Mintoff's 
difficulties remain formidable. but it is 
characteristic of his spirit and humanity 
that as | was leaving him for Africa he 
said. ‘“ Do tell our African friends in the 
Rhodesias that if there is anything we can 
do to help their freedom struggle they must 
let us know”. 


John Papworth has been a teacher and 
social worker and a Labour candidate. He 
has worked for the World Peace Brigade 
in Tanganyika und was imprisoned as a 
result of the Committee of 100’s Trafalgar 
Square demonstration on September 17 last 
year. He visited Malta on his way to 
Northern Rhodesia, where he will observe 
the coming elections. 


of 


THE COMMON 


It is a great tribute to the success of the 
Commonwealth Prime Ministers. especially 
from the Asian and African countries, that 
the economic argument for Britain’s entry 
is now set in terms of aiding world and not 
merely British development. They pointed 
out that “improved opportunities and con- 
ditions of trade are even more important 
than financial aid” and called for “a fresh 
and vigorous approach ta the negotiation 
of international commodity agreements . . . 
and all other available means to expanding 
world trade.” 


So far so good; but why cannot these ad- 
mirable objectives be pursued now and how 
far is entry into the EEC relevant to their 
accomplishment ? Indeed, the Prime Min- 
isters went on to say that they “ hoped 
that the general objectives set out above 
would be shared by the members of the 
EEC.” They only hoped! They evidently 
felt doubtful; for all Mr. Heath could tell 
them was that associate status was avail- 
able for African and Caribbean members 
of the Commonwealth and that two declar- 
ations would be made at the time of 
Britain’s entry: one would express “ the 
intention (of the EEC) to initiate discus- 
sions on international commodity agree- 
ments for temperate foodstuffs on a world- 
wide basis”; the other relating to price 
policy for temperate foodstuffs inside the 
Community, while guaranteeing the earn- 
ings of European farmers, would provide 
reasonable opportunities for imports from 
outside. “A declaration expressing an in- 
tention to initiate a discussion”! - these 
are not reassuring words, nor were India, 
Pakistan and Ceylon reassured by the ofter 
of trade treaties to be negotiated at an 
unspecified date. 


The fact is that all the most serious eco- 
nomic problems of today require world- 
wide solutions. Mr. Heath's negotiations 
have shown this - for temperate foodstuffs, 
tropical foods, raw materials for the indus- 
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Can we afford to stay out? 


trial products of developing lands, for in- 
creasing world liquidity and financial aid. 
In all these matters Britain's entry into the 
EEC is either irrelevant or, worse, a posi- 
tive barrier to advance. For the EEC’s 
economic policies are devised precisely to 
expand agricultural and industrial output in 
Europe behind high tariff walls. Full mem- 
bership is open to Britain, Denmark and 
Norway, associate membership for the Afri- 
can and Caribbean territories and possibly 
tor Portugal. The rest of EFTA and the 
Commonwealth are likely to be left out- 
side. 


Most of the African countries have rejected 
the offer of association partly because of 
its evident inferior status. partly because it 
would tend to perpetuate the divisions in 
Africa, but mainly because the terms of 
association imply limitations on the possi- 
bility of developing infant industries behind 
protective tariffs. Africa is seen by the 
Six as the source of raw materials. None 
of the aid supplied so far by the Six to 
their associated territories has been spent 
on industrial development. Yet it is indus- 
trial development that not only Africa but 
the whole two-thirds of the world that 
is not yet industrialised needs. 


“ But,” say the supporters of the Common 
Market, “ we too want to help world eco- 
nomic development. We can't do it, how- 
ever, unless we step up our own industrial 
output, and this needs wider markets and 
the stimulus of competition inside them. 
Such markets,” they say. ‘the developing 
lands with their tariffs protecting infant in- 
dustries and their Jow standards of living 
simply do not supply. The main growth of 
trade today is in the exchange of special- 
ised products among the more advanced 
industrial lands. ‘The old pattern of ex- 
changing industrial products for food and 
traw materials is of decreasing importance, 
and if we stick to it we shall simply decline 
as an economic power and be unable to 


The British motor industry needs reorganisation - but not through the uncontrolled play 
of market forces which the Common Market will allow. 


aid any developing land.” 

This argument is very genuinely and very 
widely accepted especially among younger 
economists and technologists. But there are 
serious flaws in it. First, the concept of 
getting richer first before we can help the 
poor is not one likely to appeal to the poor, 
especially if there is more than a little sus- 
picion that the process of getting richer is 
to be precisely at the expense of the poor. 
Secondly, if trade among industrial lands is 
growing faster now than trade between the 
industrial and Jess developed lands, this re- 
flects not only the increasing self-sufficiency 
of the industria] lands. but the failure of 
the economies of the US and the UK to 
grow - and these are the two main im- 
porters of primary products. In the ab- 
sence of a world payments mechanism and 
of adequate world liquidity, both rich and 
poor have been caught in a vicious de- 
clining spiral of trade due to the attempt 
all round to balance payments at each 
other’s expense, and therefore at lower and 
lower levels. 


Western Europe may solve these problems 
within a narrow customs union for a time, 
but what happens outside ? Already world 
trade is growing much more slowly now 
that it is the trade among industrial coun- 
tries that is growing than it did before 
1954, when trade between industrial coun- 
tries and primary producers was the grow- 
ing point. The implication for a nation so 
dependent as Britain upon international 
trade is to help other Jands to industrialise 
and widen the world division of labour. 
This has in fact always been the basis of 
Britain’s prosperity in the past - far more 
than the exploitation of colonial wealth, 
however profitable this may have been to 
a small class of investors. 


Thirdly, the argument of the need for 
wider tariff-free markets of rich consumers 
for obtaining all the economies of scale of 
modern industry accepts the present con- 
centration of industry on production of 
consumer durables - cars, washing machines, 
refrigerators - where undoubtedly the 
greatest advantages from economies of 
scale are now to be found. This concen- 
tration, however, which the great corpora- 
tions so sedulously encourage through all 
the media of advertising is the result of the 
pull of a high and quick return on capital 
in a market economy. The market for 
capital equipment overseas, like the market 
for public service equipment at home, re- 
quires collective action and organisation, 
and does not depend on the wealth and 
choice of individuals. Yet a huge potential 
market does exist here in the plans for 
economic development of the developing 
lands like India and the African states - 
and the Communist countries too. 


Here it is the state plan and not the mass 
market that guarantees long runs of pro- 
duction, allowing economies of scale. 
These plans, however, themselves require 
the assurance of long-term trade exchanges 
of their food and raw materials and less 
advanced industrial products for the machi- 
Nery and more advanced industrial equip- 
ment of the industrial countries. And this 
is just what the unorganised world market 
cannot assure. Planning has to be applied 
to international as well as to national 
economic relations. 


The solution equally for Britain’s economic 
growth and for that of the developing lands 
lies in international action on a world scale 
- long-term trade agreements and a cur- 
rency clearing union based on the commit- 
ment to balance trade at the highest pos- 
sible level, and especially between the 
already industrialised and the non-indus- 
trialised lands. In this way trade can be 
expanded to the maximum possible and not 
reduced to the bare minimum that the un- 
planned balance of payments mechanism 
allows, This is the very opposite of the 
free-for-all inside the Common Market with 
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protective tariffs against the rest of the 
world. 


Such a solution will mean major adjust- 
ments inside an advanced industrial country 
like Britain. We shall have to accept more 
of the products, including the industrial 
products, of the less developed lands, and 
this will mean a further closing of the tex- 
tile and some others of our original indus- 
tries. But this process will have to come 
anyway. The pressure of competition in- 
side the Common Market would be great, 
too, but there would be two basic differ- 
encies: inside the Common Market we 
should have little protection for those of 
the more technologically advanced indus- 
tries that happen at the moment to be in- 
efficient compared with competitors in the 
Common Market, but we should have pro- 
tection for our older industries from the 
rest of the world outside. We should not 
therefore be making the right adjustment 
to the future. 


More important, it is the manner of making 
the necessary adjustments in British indus- 
try that matters as much as the adjustment. 
Inside the Common Market free rein is to 
be given to market forces. In the twen- 
tieth century this means freedom for the 
giant combines whose power, especially in 
the light of the weakness of democratic 
controls on the working of the Common 
Market Commission, will be immensely en- 
hanced, The closure of firms in the battle 
of giant corporations will not mean that 
labour simply has to move to the next door 
firm just across the street. Labour will 
have to move across whole countries, across 
the Channel, across national bourdaries. 
The whole rationale of free movement of 
labour and capital under the Rome Treaty 
is that men move to the jobs, not the jobs 
to the men. As in the 1930s, in Britain 
the adjustment will be made by the devas- 
tation of whole areas of the country. A 
planned and phased adjustment related to 
world trade expansion would enable the 
change to be made with a minimum of 
cruelty and distortion. But this type of 
planning by state intervention in the free 
working of the market is just what Article 
92 of the Rome Treaty forbids. 


A beginning can be made towards a more 
planned expansion of world trade within 
the Commonwealth and European Free 
Trade Area, which combine the richest 
countries in the world (after the USA) and 
also the poorest. This should not, however, 
be regarded as another bloc, in addition to 
the USA, the Communists, and the EEC, 
but rather as a foundation for world-wide 
association. Agreement by Britain, Canada 
and Australia and the richer EFTA coun- 
tries (with the less advanced Common- 
wealth countries and any others who were 
interested) to a planned programme of 
purchases of food, materials and less ad- 
vanced industrial products in exchange for 
capital equipment, plus a major initiative 
in the United Nations, and especially 
through its regional commissions to reach 
agreement on planned levels of trade, 
would provide a new approach to world 
economic development that would make the 
Common Market. look the outdated rich 
man’s club that it really is. 


What is more, such a programme would 
strengthen precisely those neutral forces in 
the world - the uncommitted lands of 
Europe and of the African and Asian con- 
tinents, on whom in the last analysis peace 
between the two great power blocs depends. 
The logical corollary of the CND policy of 
pulling Britain out of the power bloc 
lunatic asylum, in which the Common 
Market is designed as our especial strait- 
jacket, is not splendid “little England” 
isolation, but commitment to world-wide 
economic co-operation. 


Michael Barratt Brown teaches economics 
in the Extra-Mural Department of Sheffield 
University. 
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A NEW WORLD TO BE ORGANISED? 


Does Deterrence Deter? by D. F. Fleming. 
(AFSC, 3s.) The Decline of the State and 
the Coming of World Society, by Kathleen 
Gough. (Correspondence Publishing Co., 
2s.) 


One of the key CND arguments is that the 
H-bomb is not a deterrent. But surprisingly 
little has been written to document this 
case. An attempt to do so has been made 
in an American Friends Service Committee 
pamphlet Does Deterrence Deter? The 
author is D. F. Fleming, who recently 
published The Cold War and its Origins, 
1917-1960, and the best part of the pam- 
phlet is the concise survey of how the 
deterrent theory has failed to work in 
practice from 1870 to the present day. 


But apart from this historical refutation of 
the deterrent the author does not concen- 
trate enough on his own central theme, as 
contributors to a discussion of the pamphlet 
point out in an appendix. He emphasises 
how the bomb has failed to stop the spread 
of Communism, but does not discuss how 
far the bomb has prevented war. The basic 
ambiguities of the word “ deterrence” are 
not examined. 


Instead Professor Fleming writes about the 
horrors of nuclear war, the irrationality of 
the preparations for it, and the dangerous 
psychological effects of the arms race, and 
in particular the shelter programme. His 
material is good and supported by quota- 
tions from authorities like Kahn, Kissinger 
and Schelling. But its relevance is only 
partially clear, and a central discussion of 
the precise fallacies of the deterrent and 
the kind of situation in which it is likely 
to fail in future is missing. 


This is, however, a soberly argued and 
valuable pamphlet, more impressive than 


two over-glib pamphlets on the same theme 
produced in the very early days of CND. 
One of its failings is one also common to 
most British CND writings - it over-stresses 
the peacableness of Russia’s intentions. To 
make this a cornerstone of any argument 
for disarmament is a major weakness; it is 
necessary to propose an alternative way of 
dealing with possible aggression. 


It is in proposing alternatives to the arms 
race that Fleming’s arguments are especially 
weak. He telis us we must “ make peace,” 
without examining the problems of disarm- 
ing either multilaterally or unilaterally; and 
he appeals to the rationality of the Ameri- 
can people without giving rational policies 
to work for. This is understandable, given 
the American political climate, but it 
weakens the pamphlet. It would be better 
to let the facts speak for themselves and 
offer no solutions, 


As part of his “alternative to oblivion.” 
Fleming writes: 

“Tf we can recover a positive mission in the 
world, it will at once be apparent that 
beyond making peace and pushing the re- 
duction of armaments there is a new world 
to be organised. Before our fear-blinded 
eyes the wealthy nations of European 
origin are moving rapidly towards a larger 
union, This is the historical channel in 
which we must travel if we are to survive. 
But it wil] not be enough to unify the cen- 
tral core of the West, for this may only 
speed the final nuclear war between the 
West and the Communist world. What is 
required is a bridging of the visibly nar- 
rowing gaps between the Soviet bloc and 
the West until China, too, can be merged 
into a unified world.” 

This belief in the historical inevitability. 
and the benefits, of world government, and 


Studies of War 


P. M. S. BLACKETT 


A collection of some of the essays, lectures and articles on 


questions of defence, past and present, written during the 
past fourteen years by Professor Blackett, noted British 
physicist. The first part of the book contains articles on 


general defence problems, while the second part deals with 


the subject of operational research. 
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HELMUT SCHMIDT 


A leading German Social Democrat’s contribution to the 
vitally important debate on strategy, defence, deterrence and 
arms control. By reason of the importance of the subject 


this book deserves to be read. / 
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a tendency to see the Common Market as 
a part of this trend towards unity seem to 
be held even by most radical disarmers in 
North America, A generally hazy feeling 
that there must be a supra-national author- 
ity is also widespread among European 
campaigners, and world government urg- 
ently needs to be analysed and discussed. 


It is therefore well worth reading an un- 
usual pamphlet called The Decline of the 
State and the Coming of World Society, 
which is one in a series issued by Corre- 
spondence in the USA. 


Its theme is that the state has emerged 
historically with the harnessing of energy 
and the development of technology, enab- 
ling some men to be freed from producing 
goods through their own labour and instead 
to organise other men. ‘States have been 
relatively high energy societies,” and 
“throughout its era the state seems to have 
been distinctive in two areas: control of 
work and of war.” The author goes on to 
argue that two recent developments in 
energy and technology have rendered the 
state obsolete in the northern industrial 
societies, Nuclear energy means that the 
state “has lost any rational grounds for 
forcing people to make war,” and “with 
the invention of cybernation the govern- 
ments of the industria! states lose the in- 
trinsic need to coerce people with respect 
to work, because machines will do the work 
of men.” 


Kathleen Gough, the author, is a British 
anthropologist now teaching in the USA, 
and she is both interesting and authorita- 
tive on the original development of the 
state. Her analyses of the way in which 
colonialism created a sub-proletariat enab- 
ling the development of our kind of  re- 
presentational democracy within the privi- 
leged mother country; of the present rela- 
tionship between the industrial and under- 
developed nations; and of the way econo- 
mic needs drive ex-coionial countries into 
becoming dictatorships: all these suggest a 


Marxist outlook. So does her discussion of 
the ultimate “ internal contradiction of the 
state’ and of the “alienation which indus- 
trial populations suffer from today.” 


But the USSR is placed among the northern 
industrial nations in spite of its differences 
in social structure. “Her productive poten- 
tial has become too great for her either 
to wage modern war, or to continue inde- 
finitely to coerce her population to work. 
Hence the ‘decline of ideology’ in the 
Russian state and the ‘aimless rebelltious- 
ness’ of Russian youth. . . . To maintain 


themselves in power the Russian and 
Western élites employ each other as 
bogeys.” Nor does the author believe in 


a class struggle between the old-style pro- 
letariat and privileged employers, but in- 
stead that the nation state is the common 
enemy of all. She also sees that the very 
process of opposition to the state begins to 
develop “the institutions and forms of co- 
operation which must take over in the 
world of tomorrow.” This idea is basic to 
non-violent direct action. 


The chief question advocates of world gov- 
ernment have to answer is whether such a 
government can ever be compatible with 
decentralisation of power and real indivi- 
dual freedom, and if so how. Kathleen 
Gough argues that cvbernation eliminates 
the need for a highly centralised and 
bureaucratic control of the world’s econ- 
omy, but she does not follow this argu- 
ment through in nearly enough detail. Nor 
docs she say how the central organisation 
is going to “maintain law,” although she 
believes that as the world moves into plenty 
the crimes associated with inequalities of 
wealth should disappear and therefore “ the 
task of maintaining law should require less 
force than it does today.” The end of the 
pamphlet becomes, in fact, rather hazily 
utopian. Nevertheless, it is a stimulating 
and persuasive appeal for a world society, 
and its main ideas should be developed at 
much greater length. 


RECENT PAMPHLETS 


Women Ask Why (CND. 9d.). Intelligent 
woman's guide to nuclear disarmament. 
Beautifully produced. excellent cover. It 
consists of three parts. 


The first is [ris Murdoch on Morality and 
the Bomb. She develops an extremely lucid 
argument about the relation between 
morality and politics “It is the end of 
the Machiavellian era in politics. Power 
must be thought of in a new fashion, if we 
are to survive. There must be a more 
positive incursion of morals into politics.” 
The second is Dr. Anne McLaren on the 
Genetic effects of radiation, giving a brief 
and clear assessment of the present know- 
ledge of the subject and the dangers caused 
by atmospheric testing. 


The last, The way out, is by Jacquetta 
Hawkes, who talks of the possibility of a 
“great moral and psychological mutation 
which will make large-scale war unthink- 
able.” 

Prisoners Against the Bomb. (Welfare 
Group, Committee of 100, !s. 6d.) Brief, 
clear, factual and very readable summary 
of what to expect inside-conditions of 
prisons, rights of prisoners, etc. Essential 
pamphlet. complementary to Committee of 
100 - Against the law? reviewed by Martin 
Ennals, Peace News, September 21. 


The Economic Case for Nuclear Disarm- 
ament (CND, 6d.). The findings of 15 
anonymous economists. This states cost of 
“defence” (£1,700,000.000 for Britain, 
£100.000.000 a day for the world) and what 
could be done with the money instead. 
How problems such as unemployment after 
large-scale disarmament could be solved. 
Complex subject made easy for the layman 
to understand. 

A Key to Survival, by Margret Hofman 


(published by the author, 2s.). The author 
was one of the few survivors of the destruc- 
uion of Dresden, in which a quarter of a 
million people were killed in 24 hours. She 
gives an extremely vivid account of this. 
and goes on to more general considerations 
about war, weapons of destruction (nuclear 
weapons, nerve gas, psychochemicals, etc.). 
MRA - A Critical Examination, by Tom 
Driberg. (Shenval Press. Is.). Very useful 
summing up of Moral Re-Armament. A 
reasoned, lucid and informed attack, in- 
tended temporarily to fill a gap, pending 
publication of Mr. Driberg’s full-length 
book on the subject. . 


R. B 


The Case Against Nuclear Strategy, by 
Terence Heclas. (Devon and Cornwall 
CND, Is.) The author, an active member 
of CND, has taken the trouble to read a 
considerable number of books on problems 
of nuclear strategy, and presents a well- 
documented case against the whole busi- 
ness. He suggests that present strategic 
ideas are likely to crack up, since both the 
US “deterrent,” when threatened for the 
defence of Europe, and independent “ de- 
terrents,” are unlikely to be taken seriously 
by the “enemy.” As strategic ideas break 
up. Europe should turn to neutrality, which 
would be achieved in negotiated stages. 


Although this programme seems a little bit 
optimistic it deserves attention within CND 
and outside as one of the few really serious 
pieces of unilateralist thought published 
recently, 


ALR. 


All the pamphiets discussed on this page 
are available from Housman’s Bookshep, 
5 Caledonian Road, London, N.1. 
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Dennis Gould 


THE DIGGERS AT HONINGTON 


Angel Hill, Bury St. Edmunds, was sur- 
rounded by young people lining up behind 
the banner of the East Anglia Committee 
of 100, while incredulous townsfolk stared 
and stared. It was half-past two and little 
groups of demonstrators were carrying on 
last-minute discussions, There were sixty 
CND supporters with banners and posters 
and !72 people with spades, forks, rakes 
and trowels. who had decided to take direct 
action. 


A wave from Peter Cadogan’s spade and 
the column moved off around the Bury 
streets. A guitar. surrounded by nine Scot- 
tish Committee of 100 supporters, was the 
focal point of such songs as “ Ye Canna 
Spend a Dollar when Ye’re Deid.” 


There was then a short meeting at which 
we heard the text of the letter that was 
going to be handed in tc the CO of the 
RAF V-bomber base. Then we were fer- 
ried by coach and car to the village of 
Honington, where the tractor and plough 
were waiting. 

The tractor started up and moved off, fol- 
lowed by people ready for planting and 
sowing, carrying their implements and bags 
of seed - Flamingo winter wheat, winter 
beans and artichokes. 


The tractor stopped when it got to the line 
of police which blocked the main entrance 
to the base. The officials were handed the 
letter requesting entry to reclaim the land 
for civilian purposes. The letter, addressed 
to the Ofticer Commanding, RAF, Honing- 
ton, said: 
“You are in command of a V-bomber 
base designed for the purposes of nuclear 
war. It is our considered opinion. and 
that of our legal advisers, that the use of 
weapons of mass destruction constitutes 
both the grossest of crimes against 
eee! and a breach of international 
aw, 
“The judgment of Nuremburg on crimes 
much less than those it is in the power 
of the Government and yourself to com- 


From Jesajahu Toma-Sjk 


me 


mit. rejected the defence of ‘superior 
orders.’ 
“The principles of the Nuremburg 


Charter have since been affirmed unani- 
mously by the General Assembly of the 
United Nations. ... 


“We have come to Honington prepared 
to turn the place from the negative pur- 
poses of war to the constructive uses of 
peace. We well appreciate that for the 
moment we shall probably not achieve 
our main design, One day we shall... . 
“We have no faith in existing govern- 
ments. We see the hope of the future in 
the common people of America. Russia 
and elscwhere taking the same kind of 


An objector in Israel 


Reuben Abed, aged 20, is refusing to per- 
form compulsory military service in the 
Israeli army. The Israeli law does not 
recognise COs, and Abed was mobilised 
with other youths of his age. His con- 
science began to act as soon as he came 
into contact with the army, and he took oft 
his uniform, declaring that he was a paci- 
fist. He was then sentenced to 14 days’ 
imprisonment in Athlith Military Prison. 
He went on hunger strike, and after he had 
fasted for four days 11 was decided to 
forcibly feed him. The jail’s doctor put a 
pipe down his throat while four military 
policemen held him and he was fed. When 
Abed would not give up his fast even after 
this force-feeding, he was sent to a lunatic 
asylum for a few days. 

Then he was sent to see Mr. Zvi Cohen, 
the Isracli Defence Ministry official, who is 
in touch with all Israeli COs, Abed told 
Cohen that he had been beaten by the 
other prisoners, who were encouraged in 
this by the guards. He was beaten by the 
guards themselves as well, Abed also re- 
ported that the warders often refused him 


food, saying “a pacifist does not deserve 
tood.”” Mr. Cohen replied briefly: “ That's 
a jail.” 


Abed is now working in a civil defence 
unit of the Israeli army, wearing his own 
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clothes and not carrying any weapons. The 
brutal treatment he received - if only for 
a short period - is very common for Israeli 
COs, About ihree years ago Yesha yahu 
Kolar was stabbed by a needle which was 
put into his wooden bed. This gave him 
partial paralysis for more than a year, yet 
when he was released and demanded com- 
pensation the authorities refused it and 
showed him a psychiatrist’s report saying 
that he was a schizophrenic. 


French COs to do 
civilian work 


On October 4. Louis Lecoin, Pierre Mar- 
tin, Henri Sellier and Emile Veran. all of 
whom have been prominent in the struggle 
for recognition of conscientious objection 
in France, sent a Ietter to the 120 or so 
COs in prison giving them news of the 
decision of the Prime Minister and the 
Minister for the Army concerning them. 
They said that the decision that was made 
to end Louis Lecoin’s hunger strike was 
now going to be put into effect. Within a 
month all COs now in prison will be 
brought together at a camp in the Dor- 
dogne, and will be given civilian work. 
This is a temporary measure pending the 
adoption of a Statute formulating the fate 
of COs in future. 

This news was confirmed in Le Figaro on 
October 8, where it was also stated that 
some COs would be able to do civilian 
relief work in Algeria. 


‘Support prisoners’ 


The third of the monthly marches in sup- 
port of Committee of 100 long-term 
prisoners will be next Saturday, October 27, 
starting at 3.30 p.m. from Whitestone Pond, 
Hampstead Heath, and ending at Kentish 
Town. Further details can be had from 
Jane Buxton (who has just finished a one 
month sentence in Greenock Prison) at 27 
Redington Road. London. N.W.3, (SWI 
2607.) 


initiative against their own Administra- 
tions as we take against ours... . 


‘In the name of all these considerations 
we ask to be admitted to your base so 
that we might start to reclaim it for 
peaceful purposes.” 


The CO declined the request. 


It was then decided to go ahead and plough 
up the grass verge next to the Air Ministry 
fence. The plough dug into the soil and 
seeds were then sown. After 300) vards 
the tractor driver was warned and told not 
to proceed further. 

Hazel Cooksey and Anne Zammit per- 
sistently reached out into Air Ministry land, 
pulled up the turf and scratched a hole for 
the sced. Each time they were dragged 
away by the police they moved along a few 
feet. This was being repeated down a 
stretch of a quarter-mile of fencing. Very 
soon all gardening tools had been confis- 
cated and bare hands were used to plant 
just a few more seeds for peace. The RAF 
with their dogs were rather non-plussed, as 
were the police. 


‘Polaris Club’ 
collapses 


Birmingham University’s Polaris © Club. 
founded littke more than a year ago, has 
dissolved due to lack of support and dis- 
agreement among the few existing members. 
The aim of the Polaris Club was to sup- 
port the holding by Britain of nuclear 
weapons as a “deterrent to potential 
foreign domination. The club has not been 
very successful, and a recent membership 
drive yiclded no new members. Three 
former members have defected to the CND. 
At the final meeting of the club only six 
members were present. In winding up the 
Polaris Club it was decided to dispose of 
the assets by giving ten shillings to each ot 
the present members and donating the 
balance of the club’s assets - 15s, 9d. - to 
the CND. 
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Two targe furniture vans moved up and the 
police started arrests, only to find their 
efforts to remove bodies lying in front of 
the vans of no avail without further arrests, 
which they seemed very reluctant to make. 
So a police barrier was formed and the 
vans reversed into a field and returned 
home. laden, 


The courts at Ixworth were in a school. 
One was fining £5 a person, the other £2. 
Maurice Henry, John Marjoram. George 
Hamilton and Evelyn Poppleton were 
sentenced to seven days in prison, 

Afterwards, at the St. Edmunds Head pub, 
the: sowers drank to the future common 
actions of people throughout Britain and 
the world who will not sit back awaiting 


“orders ~~ but will rather create new com- 
munities where ‘“ orders“ are unnecessary, 
where military power is unwanted and 


authority is diffused. There was no success 
or failure at Honington. There was on 
October 20. 1962. resistance, creatively car- 
ried out by the individuals present. The 
Test is secondary. 
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Dr Toynbee’s prescriptions 


The Present-day Experiment in Western 
Civilisation and America and the World 
Revolution, both by Arnold Toynbee. 
(Oxford University Press, 12s. 6d. each.) 
In these books, as in all Dr. Toynbee’s 
writings, one finds urbanity and Olympian 
confidence but also a new note: an attempt 
to put the contemporary situation into a 
cool historical perspective and to consider 
what must be done if the world is to avoid 
mass-suicide. 


The first lecture of The Present-day Experi- 
ment summarises the history of the Hellenic 
civilisation. Dr, Toynbee says, “If you 
were to ask a professor about the future, 
his proper professional answer would be: 
‘Not my subject.”” In the same paragraph 
he goes on to demonstrate the insularity, 
even impropriety. of this answer, and then, 
later, to discuss from a very broad point of 
view what the future of mankind may be 
on this planet, 


Even the first lecture, which asks us to 
imagine what a Greek business man in the 
Alexandria of 225 B.c. would think about 
the world around him, is slanted toward 
the future, a constant parallel being drawn 
between the expansionist society of that 
time and our own Western civilisation. The 
author comes to the conclusion that Hel- 
lenism won a victory over the world on 
military and political planes, but that, 
through Christianity, the world made a 
counter-offensive and “was victorious and 


that this time the effects were longer 
lasting.” 


In the next lecture we are asked to con- 
sider the reasons for the great success of 
the Western minority of mankind in the 
last two or three centuries. The author 
himself puts forward the marriage of 
natural science and technology as the chief 
reason. Since the time of Peter the Great, 
Russia began to run a technological race 
with the West. 

Whereas many of the newer regimes in 
Asia and Africa, formerly part of the vari- 
ous colonial empires, have proved hospit- 
able to the Western ideals of social justice 
and parliamentary democracy, these same 
i ee 
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countries have shown a noticeable resist- 
ance to Western Christianity. But this is 
not so mysterious, The resistance breaks 
down into two factors - one intellectual, the 
other moral. Western Christianity proves 
notoriously difficult to swallow, not only 
because of its incompatibility with some of 
the findings of modern science, but also 
because of the rather shocking strain of 
militant intolerance running through it. 


In this world, where mankind must gradu- 
ally learn to live together as a family or 
else fail as an experiment, a great premium 
must be placed on the virtues of charity 
and tolerance. Dr. Toynbee prophesies 
that in the future exclusive-mindedness and 
intolerance will put out of court such reli- 
gions as the Jewish-Christian-Muslim group 
and such ideologies as nationalism and 
Communism. As applicants for the reli- 
gions of co-existence, he suggests Buddhism 
and Hinduism. 


The final chapter of the first book, Parlia- 
mentary Democracy on Trial, continues this 
prophetic vein. Of particular interest per- 
haps to pacifists is the author’s analysis of 
the present paradoxical crisis where, al- 
though you have a widening of the fran- 
chise until it becomes universal adult suf- 
frage, this liberal benefit is accompanied by 
gradually increasing inscrutability and com- 
plication of public affairs, resulting in a 
whittling away of the citizen’s control over 
the Government and in the inevitable feel- 
ing on the part of the citizen that he can- 
not exercise any “effect,” that he cannot 
have any say against the monolithic tech- 
nofogical and political machinery. 


Dr. Toynbee’s insight into this predicament 
is very keen. From a consideration of the 
world’s local states, he turns now to the 
concept of a world state. It should, he 
says, have a democratic parliamentary con- 
stitution. However, the need for it and the 
direness of the situation will not themselves 
bring it into being. What is really wanted 
is a statesman (or statesmen?) equal to the 
occasion - where is the new Augustus or 
Liu P’ang who can succeed in imposing 
unity on such vast diversity ? 


This question leads him into an examina- 
tion of the personal characters (not wholly 
admirable) of the two cited leaders. From 
what class or profession would such a 
figure be likely to arise? Dr. Toynbee 
tules out the field of private business and 
suggests he might more easily stem from 
the world of banking (a curious conclusion, 
even with the name of Lorenzo di Medici 
to refer to). 


What is easier to understand is his final 
evocation of Gandhi in this connection. 
Perhaps the new world-figure, he hints, 
might be an ascetic, a spiritual saviour of 
this calibre who would also shrewdly wield 
political power. “ Gandhi’s principle of 
non-violence and his technique for achiev- 
ing results by non-violent means, answer 
precisely to mankind’s needs in the Atomic 
Age.” Should Gandhi have an avatar*, Dr. 
Toynbee concludes, this avatar would 
appear not in any of the religions of the 
South-West Asian group but perhaps as a 
Hindu or Buddhist sage. 


We see further in America and the World 
Revolution why in Dr. Toynbee’s opinion 
the great Western powers - (particularly 
America) - have become materialistically 
enslaved. This thesis, of course, is ex- 
tremely important and timely, but I wonder 
if it is not also very superficial. After 
many pious remarks about the parallel be- 
tween America and Great Britain, after 
many assertions of his great sympathy for 
America and his understanding of the mis- 


“Avatar: The descent of a deity to the 
earth in an incarnate form (OED). - Ed. 


takes she is bound to commit, Dr. Toyn- 
bee launches into the rather worn series of 
accusations: America is too rich; Ameri- 
cans abroad depend too much on the PX 
(cut-price stores for American servicemen); 
America has been too exclusive about im- 
migration. 


The one or two beginning remarks about 
his admiration for the American Revolu- 
tion succeed to a sedate holier-than-thou 
tone. The spirit of the American Revolu- 
tion has, it seems, been abjured by Ameri- 
cans themselves, and America has handed 
over her revolutionary role to the country 
who, in the 19th century, was the arch- 
conservative power - Russia, America has 
become callous, reactionary and policeman- 
like. This is an extremely cranky and ill- 
informed picture of America (though, per- 
haps, a fashionable one in certain parts of 
Europe). 


In all fairness, Dr. Toynbee admits that 
America has built up an empire less by 
military conquest than through purchase 
and peaceful annexation. Yet she has, like 
Rome, an empire and does set great store 
on establishing bases by agreement on the 
territories of allied states. Quite rightly the 
author points out the great danger of this. 
“In 1765 it was reasonable for Great 
Britain’s 13 colonies to insist on ‘no taxa- 
tion without representation.’ ‘No annihila- 
tion without representation’ seems an even 
more reasonable demand for America’s 
allies to present to America today.” 


However, Dr, Toynbee generalises far too 
much about such vague and massive things 
as ‘ Amcrican attitudes,” basing these con- 
clusions on insufficient evidence: a conver- 
sation with the daughter of an American 
official in Germany, the impression he 
(Toynbee) received from American service- 
men in England (a notoriously unrepre- 
sentative group). This dependence on one 
or two flimsy personal experiences for his 
far-reaching reflections rather invalidates, 
I find, the first and second lectures in this 
book. 


As an antidote to America’s isolation, the 
author notes with approval the creation of 
the Peace Corps - a phenomenon in itself 
indicating that America is a far more 
ardently alive and ambivalent structure 
than would nitherto seem. Those American 
expatriates in Germany whom the author 
objected to, and all the others like them (we 
all know how reprehensible they appear), 
can be leavened perhaps by the others, the 
freedom riders, the Peace Corps, the de- 
voted lay missionaries, as they might be 
called. who are self-sacrificing enough to 
go to under-privileged parts of the world 
and willingly and cheerfully live without 
privilege in order to appeal, not to a 
minority, but to the great majority of man- 
kind. Whether in its own right the Peace 
Corps will succeed it is too early to say. 


What can America do besides dispatching 
these ambassadors? America is sick, blind, 
fallible. Dr. Toynbee’s prescription: She 
must give more and more to the poor. She 
must learn self-denial. She must get rid of 
the world of advertising and stop listening 
to Madison Avenue. She must, on the in* 
dividual level, learn to fraternise with those 
extremely unlike herself. In other words, 
having disavowed her first young revolu- 
tionary nature, she must undergo a spiritual 
revolution, Dr. Toynbee is very good at 
rapping other people’s knuckles, | What 
would have been the reception of this same 
advice if it had been proffered by an 
American to the England of, say, 1895 ! 


At the end, Dr. Toynbee’s shift to the reli- 
gious plane amounts to too abrupt a change 
of values. Since he has hitherto been dis- 
cussing precise social and political problems 
this invocation of the religious seems rather 
arbitrary and uncorrelated. 
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Lese majeste 


Paris - A man who admitted booing at 
President de Gaulle’s car in the Champs 
Elysées was fined £36 for “ offending the 
Chief of State.” 

Daily Mail, October 16. 


Corrective treatment 


Four white men charged with firing darts 
from home-made blow-guns at a group of 
Negroes were sentenced by a Los Angeles 
judge to attend a night-school course in 
Negro history. The judge said that each 
must attain average or better marks. 

Daily Telegraph, October 5. 


Purely social 


Top Russian designer Andrei Tupolev paid 
his own way into the Farnborough Air 
Show, but once inside got VIP treatment 
from the British Aircraft Corporation exe- 
cutive as soon as he was recognised. 


Tupolev bought tickets at the gate because 
of the Ministry of Aviation ban on inviting 
Russian guests to the private showings, 
pending similar invitations to visit Russian 
plants. 


The Tupolev party was later entertained at 
lunch in the BAC enclosure in what Sir 
George Edwards (BAC managing director) 
described as a purely social occasion. 
Aviation Week and Space Technology, 
September 17, 1962, 


1 don’t understand 


A breath of fresh air entered the Light Pro- 
gramme’s weather forecast on October 9. 
The announcer said towards the end of the 
broadcast: “I’m sorry, [ don’t understand 
this, so I can’t expect you to.” 


The Meteorological Office was displeased 
by this unscripted comment, and a spokes- 
man at the Central Weather Forecast 
Offices said afterwards: “He should not 
have put in these extra words. The bul- 
letins should be read as they are sent to 
the BBC.” 


The anonymous announcer’s action could 
be profitably extended to the news. A lot 
of steam would go out of the cold war if 
announcers, when giving the news about 
Berlin or disarmament negotiations, would 
say, “I must say, it seems completely mad 
to me, but that’s what it says on this bit of 
paper.” 


| believe in bombs 


People can get remarkably complacent 
about the tens of thousands of nuclear 
weapons in the world. Take for example 
Sir Miles Thomas’s statement in the I 
BELIEVE column of the Manchester 
Chronicle and News: 

“What about the biggest talking point of 
today - The Bomb? Some people say 
‘Ban the Bomb.’ I BELIEVE in bigger 
and better bombs. The destructive power 
is so great and the rate of retaliation so 
fast that we become increasingly frightened 
of using them. After all, gas was not used 
in the last war.” 


Sir Miles’ touching faith in the bomb is 
explained, however, in the next paragraph, 
which begins: 

“T BELIEVE in luck.” 


Very orderly 


“Mr. Thorneycroft, the Defence Minister, 
spent today with Mr. Robert McNamara, 
his American opposite number, in the calm 
of the Omaha catacombs, where the 
Strategic Air Command has its head- 
quarters. They possibly left with regret this 
orderly machine for destroying the world.” 
- The Washington Correspondent of The 
Times, September 13, 1962, 


At their own game 


In a recent NATO exercise twenty miles off 
the Lizard warships and destroyers were 
hunting a submarine with all the latest 
detection devices. They were beaten, how- 


ever, by the little Plymouth trawler Flere 
Lady, whose skipper, Stanley Drake, caught 
the submarine in his nets. The Danish sub- 
marine. $327 came up from the sea bed to 
find out what secret weapon was being 
used, and after shouted explanations and 
apologies the NATO exercise went on. 
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. Letters to 


the Editor 


Industrial action 


It was a great pity that Stella Johnson de- 
voted so much of her report of the Mersey- 
side action on October 15 to a summary of 
my speech at Cammell Lairds. I simply 
said what is said at all CND meetings. 


What was interesting was that about six 
Co-op. insurance agents (members of an 
USDAW branch) took part of the morning 
off work to attend the meeting. One 
worker from Automatic Telephones took 
the day off work, also a .umber of builders 
and plumbers and a dock worker. One or 
two, including a Bootle postman, deliber- 
ately altered their shift in order to take 
part. and the eight or nine students who 
joined in all took their own form of 
“industrial ” action - they missed lectures. 


Only about 50 altogether took part in the 
action - but well over half of these were 
taking time off work. This is not industrial 
action in any big way, but perhaps it is the 
thin end of the wedge, Merseyside is at 
present a depressed area. It is potentially 
significant perhaps that 30 or so workers 
were ready to renounce half a day’s pay by 
taking part in Monday morning action 
against the arms race. 


Pat Arrowsmith, 
89 Talgarth Road, 
London, W.14. 


University of Keele 


It is regrettable that Raymond Challinor’s 
article, “Freedom or Loyalty in the Uni- 
versities”” (October 12) should have given 
the readers of Peace News such a tenden- 
tious impression of the climate of political] 
opinion in the University of Keele at the 
present time. 


Almost all that Mr. Challinor has to say 
about Keele refers to events that occurred 
between the foundation of the college and 
his own graduation in 1955. This is clear 
from the article. Whether or not he is 
entitled to draw the conclusions he does 
draw about the attitude of the college 
authorities at that time is a matter I am 
not in a position to judge, having myself 
come to Keele only in 1959 


What is indefensible, however, is his im- 
plication that the same state of affairs exists 
today. This is based solely upon a mis- 
quotation of originally misreported words 
of the present vice-chancellor. which ex- 
pressed a view that Dr. Taylor made it 
clear he does not held. 


Could I also object to your publishing, 
unaltered, a piece of polemic which was 
apparently written last winter? The Uni- 
versity College of North Staffordshire be- 
came the University of Keele some six 
months ago. 

Alan Hail, 

17 Staff Flats, 

University of Keele, 

North Staffs. 


North-West CND 


1 had better reply tc Mr. Laxton’s com- 
plaint about the CND meeting at Liver- 
pool, though I wish we could use the space 
to discuss seriously what kinds of com- 
paigning are most fruitful. Happily, it is 
only a small minority in the nuclear dis- 
armament movement who, having disagreed 
with a decision of their elected committee, 
would first defy it and then make a public 
quarrel out of it. Abundant time was given 
at the CND Regional Council on October 
15 to debating the decision : a resolution of 
protest was defeated by a 2—1 majority. 


The Liverpool mecting was organised for 
CND by the North-West regional executive 
committee, largely through the work of the 
organising secretary and of groups and in- 
dividuals on Merseyside. Any literature 
distributed inside a hall, especially if it is 
put on the seats, will usually be assumed 
to come from those responsible for the 
meeting, or at least to have their full 
approval. It is for them to decide what it 
should be. Even a much closer connection 
than the Merseyside TU committee has 
chosen to have in practice with the Re- 
gional CND could not give a “ perfect 
right’ to put out leaflets in this way, what- 
ever their content. We welcomed their dis- 
tribution outside the meeting. and readily 
agreed to announce the demonstrations 
from the platform. 


It was a pity, as the chairman of the meet- 
ing Dr. Vincent has explained, that the an- 
nouncement came, with some others, when 


a momentary difficulty arose after the sing- 
ing, which was to have been a climax to the 
meeting, proved (through no fault of the 
singers!) a signal to depart. I hope Mr. 
Laxton and the TU committee will accept 
my assurance that we did not intend or 
foresee this. 


The leaflet contained a direct call to every- 
one to “take a holiday” on October 15. 
The resolution of the CND annual confer- 
ence in favour of industrial action states: 
“This. campaign should be an appeal to 
trades unions and not to individuals.” 
Donal Pennington, 

Chairman, N.-W. Region CND, 

14 Tib Lane, Cross Street, 

Manchester 2. 


Leaders 


Some people don’t like my saying that we 
in the peace movement are leaders. But of 
course we are leaders - we can’t help it. 
We are aware of what is going on in the 
world. We have learned some of the 
lessons history teaches about how wars 
come about - lessons everyone could learn 
it they would pause for a moment and look 
back objectively io a few years before 
1914. 


We see where we are all going, and we are 
determined to stop this mad race to destruc- 
tion. We know where we should go, and 
we are trying to persuade our half-blind 
and pettily preoccupied fellow human 
beings to come with us. We are the ad- 
vance guard of humanity, and we are lead- 
ing the way to a better life in this world. 
Far from just straggling along, unnoticed 
in a rabble, we are inevitably marching 
ahead. and we are being watched. It 
matters enormously how we behave, how 
we live our lives. It is the sort of people 
we are and our relationship with others 
which will draw in the numbers we must 
have if we are to win. If people have not 
already thought out the war or peace issue 
for themselves, we only put them off unless 
we can appeal to them in this way. 


Peggy Smith, 
41 Courtfield Road, 
London, S.W.7, 


Aldermaston 


In connection with the suggested Com- 
mittee of 100 action at Aldermaston, I 
think the demonstration would be further 
strengthened by a fast for the period of sit- 
ting. However, 24 hours hardly seems a 
long fast. Instead the Committee of 100 
could have a fast for the length of the 
Aldermaston march outside the gates at 
Aldermaston. 


Julian Banyard. 
36 Tedworth Square, 
London, S.W.3. 


An idea 


Having just watched When the Kissing Had 
to Stop, 1 have an idea for another exciting 
play. 

I think [ shall write to the ITA and sug- 
gest we have a play showing what happens 
when the Conservative Government is 
taken over by the Empire Loyalists and we 
have a segregationist governor in Suffolk. 
The English Nazi party would be keeping 
order. 

| do wonder seriously what effect this play 
had on the brainwashed millions. They 
would never realise that in the event of a 
Soviet take-over the resistance (non-violent) 
would be made by those who think for 
themselves, such as CND. The rest would 
be divided into two camps, those who took 
the orders and those who gave them. 
Judith Cook, 

Ding Dong Cottage, 

Newmill, Penzance, 

Cornwall. 


Boycott for peace 


November 5 to November 11, 1962, is the 
time of the second call for a world-wide 
“general strike for peace,” the first to be 
supported in Britain. 


The word “ strike” is here used in the wide 
sense of “act of protest” rather than in 
the narrow sense of an act of labour against 
management. One possibility is to stop 
buying goods made by those who also 
manufacture weapons. Since this includes 
every large concern, and most smaljl firms 
depend on large concerns for part of their 
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FAIR TRIAL IN 
SOUTHERN 
RHODESIA 


We, the undersigned, on behalf of the 150 sponsors, urgently appeal 
for the Defence and Aid Fund. The purposes of the Fund are to 
provide for the legal defence of those in Southern Africa who are 
accused of offending against racialist legislation, and to aid their 


families and dependants. 


Recent reports from Southern Rhodesia emphasise the urgent need: 


the situation there detericrates rapidly. 


If the Government per- 


sists in banning all legitimate African opposition to its racialist 
policies, and the African accused cannot rely upon receiving justice 


in the courts, embittered violence may become inevitable. 


Since 


the banning of ZAPU hundreds of Africans have been arrested and 
join in the suffering of the six who remain of those detained in 
1959 and of the more than 180 previously torn from their families. 
Lack of adequate legal representation and want of money for bail 
condemns them to remain in prison on remand, Their families are 


left without a breadwinner. 


“George,” one of the detainees, is a sick man, 


He cannot get 


satisfactory treatment in prison and is not allowed to seek treat- 


ment elsewhere. 
African reserves. 


He has a family of seven living in one of the 
His wife cannot go out to work because she 


cannot leave the children» The poverty and distress of ‘“‘ George” 


and his family can easily be imagined. 


many similar cases. 


And this is only one of 


Southern Rhodesia is still a responsibility of the British people. 
Hundreds of thousands of them in this country, who are proud of 
British justice and believe in the right to fair trial, see in racial 
intolerance a shocking disregard for Christian and liberal principles. 


They need not feel impotent. 


Here is an opportunity for doing 


something practical, humane and immediate. 


Will you please send your maximum contribution to: 


THE SECRETARY, DEFENCE AND AID FUND, 


2 AMEN COURT, 


LONDON, E.C.4. 


PEGGY ASHCROFT 
EDWARD CARPENTER 
L. JOHN COLLINS 
JOHNNY DANKWORTH 
TOM DRIBERG 
JOHN FREEMAN 
NORMAN FRITH 
GERALD GARDINER 
VICTOR GOLLANCZ 
JACQUETTA HAWKES 
GEORGE MACLEOD 
WILLIAM MANCHESTER 
CLIFF MICHELMORE 
AMBROSE REEVES 
DONALD SOPER 
SYBIL THORNDIKE 
LAURENS VAN DER POST 
ROGER WILSON 


supplies, it would be impossible never to 
buy from weapons manufacturers, but we 
can boycott them (almost) for the short 
duration of the strike. 


During the week of November 5 to 11 
don't buy anything except essential perish- 
ables. Don’t buy tinned foods or anything 
made of metal. Don't buy fireworks or 
toys, Don’t buy oil products or detergents 
or utensils or foods containing preserva- 
tives. 


And tell people you are not buying Al- 
though our impression on the national 
cconomy may be negligible this time we 
could have an enormous propaganda effect. 
Mass demonstrations depend for their pub- 
licity on what the national press thinks 
newsworthy. The papers might think the 
aims of the demonstrators worth reporting, 
or they may think it more important that 


some of the demonstrators wear beards. 

But a buying strike is a series of individual 
demonstrations; people mostly hear about 
it not through the press but from the indi- 
viduals taking part. So tell your friends 
and neighbours, your suppliers (they are 
always interested to hear of custom being 
withdrawn), and the local papers, either by 
word of mouth or by letter. 


Please let us know, too, so that the national 
and international press can be informed of 
the numbers taking part. And we should 
like to hear of any other ideas for indivi- 
dual strikes against war. 


Brian Leslic, Alan Robinson, Maureen 
Robinson, Donald Rooum, Irene Rooum, 
Peter Turner, 

Acting London Committee, 

General Strike for Peace, 

148a Fellows Road, London, N.W.3. 
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PROTESTS AT THREE EMBASSIES 


Violence broke out and arrests were made 
when demonstrators surrounded the Ameri- 
can Embassy in Grosvenor Square on Tues- 
day night. The demonstration had been 
called for 8 p.m. by London Region CND 
and the London Committee of 100, ten of 
whose members had been carried out of the 
Embassy by the police earlier in the after- 
noon when they attempted to stage a sit- 
i. 

By 6.1S there were about 200 demonstrators 
in the square (not all were CND supporters) 
and the police herded them into a tightly 
squashed group in one corner of the square 
some distance from the Embassy. Some 
had banners and there was sporadic shout- 
ing of slogans, but on the whole the demon- 
stration was quiet and orderly, 

By 8.15 the crowd had grown to over 700 
and stretched further away from the Em- 
bassy. It was becoming increasingly restive 
and the slogan shouting grew more frequent 


Statement from 
Russell 


“It seems likely that within a week we will 
all be dead to please American madness 
.-. Should there be any suggestion in Ken- 
nedy’s speech of war or of action calcu- 
lated to provoke nuclear war I urge every 
human being who loves his life to come 
out in the streets of our country and 
demonstrate our demand to live and Iet 
live, There must not be war. - Bertrand 
Russell, 10 p.m., Monday, October 22. 


November 11 


November I! is Remembrance Sunday, 
when a lurge number of anti-war demon- 
strations will be held throughout the 
country by CND and other groups. 
Edinburgh CND plans a silent march on 
Saturday, November 10, ending with a 
wreath-laying ceremony at the war 
memorial. 

Watford CND is organising a silent vigil 
on November 10 outside Watford Town 
Hall. The group says: ‘‘We consider a 
silent vigil more in keeping with honour- 
ing the dead than the quasi-military parades 
which often take place om this occasion.” 
Further details of these demonstrations are 
On page 2. 


Demand Amnesty for Greek 
Political Prisoners 


PUBLIC MEETING 
Tuesday, October 30 at 7.45 p.m. 
Conway Hall, Red Lion Sq., W.C.1. 
Eleni Bena, Greek MP 

James Aldridge, Author 

Hugh Brock, Editor, “ Peace News ” 
Benedict Birnberg, Sec. Haldane Soc. 


Admission free 
League for Democracy in Greece 


Campaign Caravan now 


CARAVAN WORKSHOPS 


You are invited to a weekend discus- 
sion about the Caravan tour and the 
launching of Caravan Workshops. 


10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Saturday and Sunday, 
November 24 and 25, at Student Move- 
ment House, 103 Gower St., W.C.1. 


Programme and details from Campaign 
Caravan, 197 Kings Cross Road, W.C.1. 


THE ORDER OF THE 
GREAT COMPANIONS 


bazaar 


social, art exhibition, 
music, play reading 


Saturday 3 Nov 3-6 pm 


Memorial Hall, Farringdon St, 
Ludgate Circus 


and more violent. When Michael Harwood, 
secretary of the London Committee of 100. 
tried to make a speech through a loud- 
speaker pointing out that Russia was to 
blame for the crisis as well as America, he 
was shouted down by chants of “ Hands off 
Cuba” and “Cuba si, Yanqui no.” 

Then the tension, which had been mount- 
ing for some time, finally broke. Someone 
sat down in the road, and then more people 
sat down. There was a great deal of con- 
{usion and the people sitting down got up. 
Then there was a rush for the police barri- 
cade which didn’t hold. The crowd surged 
towards the Embassy. A feeling of pent- 
up violence being suddenly released ran 
through the crowd. They seemed ready to 
storm the Embassy, but were stopped by a 
solid line of policemen on the Embassy 
steps, 

The temperature of the demonstration then 
cooled down a bit. There was still a lot of 


slogan shouting but no-one seemed to know 
what to do next. Then Paul Woodford and 
Michael Craft of London Region CND an- 
nounced that there would be a march to 
the Russian Embassy, where a letter of pro- 
test would be handed in. This aroused 
heated opposition and it looked as if there 
might be a fight between the anti-Americans 
and the against-all-missiles group. 

At 9 p.m. about 150 people marched from 
Grosvenor Square down Bayswater Road to 
the Russian Embassy. Michael Craft 
handed in a letter on behalf of London 
Region CND. At first the police seemed 
inclined to allow only this deputation into 
the private road in which ihe Russian 
Embassy is situated. But Pat Arrowsmith 
told the officer in charge that other people 
wanted to make their protest too.. The 
officer said the London Region deputation 
were “your own people” acting as repre- 
sentatives of everybody. Pat Arrowsmith 


Rook Um 


‘Just how long, Mr President, do you propose to tolerate 
a hostile base within ninety miles of our coastline?’ 


From George Williamson 


Fasting in Glasgow 


On the weekend, October 20-21, 28 mem- 
bers of the Committee of 100 fasted for 48 
hours in Glasgow Cathedral Square. £20 
was saved on food and £23 was collected 
from the public to be given to War on 
Want, 16 people slept out on both Friday 
and Saturday nights, and 28 slept out on 
Saturday. 

The fast attracted hundreds of people, many 


Peace News extra 


Within a few hours of President Kennedy’s 
blockade announcement, Peace News sellers 
were picketing the US Embassy in London. 
Protests and demonstrations will take place 
all over Britain this weckend - and a big 
extra printing of Peace News is available 
to drive home to the public the menace of 
this latest move in the Cold War. 

Please rush in orders for additional copies 
(5s. doz. post free - on account), You can 
collect from the Peace News office up to 
10 p.m. on Friday, to 6 p.m. on Saturday, 
behind the Albert Hall at 4 p.m. on Sunday 
(for the CND march) and from the book- 
stall at St. Pancras Town Hall on Sunday 
evening. 

A special PN selling poster is available : 
“ Cuba Crisis: World Protest Grows.” For 
all supplies telephone TERminus 8248 or 
write at once to 5 Caledonian Roau, 


London, N.1. 
Published by Peace News Ltd., 5 Caledonian Read, 


Lendon, N.1. and printed in Great Britain by Good- 
win Press Ltd., 135 Fonthilf Road, London, N.4. 


of them sympathetic. But it was not always 
friendly and peaceful. One of our platform 
speakers had a bottle thrown at him from 
a Celtic supporters’ bus. On Saturday night 
we were surrounded by about 100 drunks, 
mainly RCs obsessed with the myth of 
Communist control of the movement, We 
were all lying on the ground in our sleep- 
ing bags looking up at many hostile eyes 
and listening to occasional threats. We 
argued about the bomb on our backs, while 
they stood. The drunks had never met this 
kind of opposition before on a Glasgow 
Saturday night, and they went away bewil- 
dered. but impressed. 


The Committee agreed that the demonstra- 
tion was the best we had had from the 
point of view of winning public sympathy 
and support. 


And South London 


Eight Bromley YCND members will eat 
nothing for 36 hours this weekend in a 
protest against the huge expense of military 
armaments. They will fast on a bomb site 
near Bromley town centre, and will be col- 
lecting money for Freedom from Hunger. 
Anyone interested in taking part in the fast 
should get in touch with Vivien Broughton 
(IMP 1628). 


A group in Battersea intend to fast and to 
spend as little money as possible on the 
first day of every month. starting November 
1, The money they save will be divided 
equally between the disarmament movement 
and freedom from hunger. 


replied that people were tired of represent- 


atives. In the end a compromise was 
reached whereby ad hoc groups were 
formed, people wrote their individual 


letters, and then sent a group representative 
into the Embassy. A letter of protest was 
also handed in on behalf of London 
Region at the Cuban Embassy. 

Meanwhile, at the American Embassy at 
ten o'clock the police decided to clear the 
square. They formed lines to split up the 
demonstrators and drove them back into the 
side streets. Some people sat down and 
were arrested. A number who didn’t sit 
down were arrested for refusing to leave 
the square. There were several fights be- 
tween demonstrators and the police. 


‘100’ make plans 


Working group of London Committee of 
100 is calling for an emergency mass meet- 
ing in Trafalgar Square at 3 pm_ this 
Saturday, October 27. 

A full meeting of the London Committee 
of 100 this Thursday evening will discuss 
details of Saturday’s demonstration and 
also any other action that should be taken 
in the present crisis. 

Further details will be available from the 
London Committee of 100 late on Thurs- 
day night or on Friday. (Ring LAN 5090.) 


London CND 


CND is organising permanent vigils at the 
American Embassy, the Cuban Embassy, 
and the Russian Embassy. Placards with 
messages appropriate to the country con- 
cerned are being held. 

Next Sunday there will be a CND march 
assembling at the Albert Hall at 4.30 p.m. 
The march will go past the Russian, Cuban 
and American Embassies and end with a 
meeting at St. Pancras Town Hall at 7.30 
p.m. 


Liverpool 


Two hundred people marched through 
Liverpool on Tuesday evening following a 
picket by 50 people outside the US Con- 
sulate. 

Plans for the weekend include a march 
from Islington Square at 8 p.m. on Friday 
evening (tonight) and a second march on 
Saturday at 2.30 pm. also starting from 
Islington Square. The Friday evening 
march will conclude with the setting up of 
a vigil at the Consulate which will be main- 
tained throughout the weekend. reports 
Arthur Johnson. 


America 


All peace groups in New York City are 
reported to be virtually certain to unite for 
a large-scale demonstration against US 
action over Cuba this Saturday. A, J. 
Muste told Peace News by telephone on 
Tuesday night. 

Already a large number of demonstrations 
have taken place in the US. On Monday 
evening the Student Peace Union demon- 
strated in Washington, and on Tuesday 
Women Strike for Peace held protests in 
Washington and New York. 

The American Committee for Non-Violent 
Action is planning projects relating to Cuba 
which include the possibility of actually 
going to Cuba, 


Three in harbour 


Everyman III and its crew of 12 nuclear 
disarmers reached Leningrad at about noon 
last Saturday, October 20. Earle Reynolds 
and the crew were met by representatives 
of the Leningrad Peace Committee, and 
were then detained pending a meeting of 
the Soviet Peace Committee. It was then 
announced that the crew had been ordered 
to leave Leningrad as soon as the weather 
improved, and could not leave the boat. 


. All attempts to contact Everyman III and 


the Leningrad Peace Committee have failed. 
Six members of the project committee, sup- 
ported by demonstrators, called at the 
Soviet Embassy in London on Monday 
evening and left a letter for the Ambas- 
sador in which they asked “ that the ban on 
Everyman Ill be revoked ”. 

The crew of Everyman III stated before 
leaving London that if entry was refused to 
the Soviet Union they would attempt to 
enter non-violently but illegally. This they 
are now almost certainly attempting to do. 
On Tuesday three members of the crew 
dived overboard into the icy waters of 
Leningrad harbour and attempted to swim 
ashore. They were picked up by a police 
launch and returned to the boat. 
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